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GROUP INFORMATION

The Armidale and District Group of APS--NSW started on 6th August, 1977 as the New England Group of the
Society for Growing Australian Plants. It has been running continuously since that time with a couple of name
changes. We are a very friendly and helpful group who enjoy monthly forums and business meetings, garden visits
and field trips to help members enjoy the search for knowledge about our native flora and our local environment.
We range from raw beginners to others who have been gardening and researching for many years - all willing to
share their knowledge.
Business Meetings are held at 5.00pm on the second Tuesday of each month. Members are welcome to attend.
Native Plant and Garden Forums are held in the TAFE Library Seminar Room on the 3rd Tuesday of each month
(except June, July, December and January) from 7.30 – 9.30 where members talk about plants in flower from
specimens displayed on the flower table and share information about gardening topics. The Forum is followed by a
delicious supper and an interesting speaker. Old and new members, visitors and families, are very welcome at
these Forums and on our outings (see page 8 for details). Annual General Meeting is held in November.
Solstice Function is held in June. This is usually a lunch and garden ramble at the home of one of our members.
Wattle Day Activity is held on a day closest to 1st September. Christmas Party is held early in December at the
home of one of our members. We also lead regular trips into the bush and the occasional weekend escape to the
coast or elsewhere. We participate in St Peter’s Garden Tour in November each year, opening one of our gardens
to the public and holding our GiantAnnual Plant Sale. We hold a Market Stall each month in the Mall. Come along
and say hello. Our members have also been active in developing and maintaining the Native Garden beds at the
Arboretum. We welcome volunteers who would like to help. See p.10 for our calendar and details of events.

ALL YOU NEED TO JOIN OUR GROUP IS AN INTEREST IN OUR NATIVE PLANTS
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From your President
What a busy time our group has had in the
last couple of months. Our NSW APS group
get together went really well and it was lovely
meeting up with many like minded people
from all over NSW and a few from Victoria,
Queensland and ACT. Everyone enjoyed the
weekend and appreciated the work done by
Maria and her helpers in organising the
happening. There were even some helpers
outside the group who filled in to help so a
big thank you to them. The next state get
together will be on the Central Coast in 2014
so keep a look out for the dates.

On behalf of the executive I wish you all a
wonderful festive season and hope that 2014
is all that you can wish for yourselves. Keep
healthy and safe.
Barbara
CHRISTMAS FUNCTION

Next was our annual outing to Tenterfield to
collect the plants for our big sale and a look at
a special area of the countryside around
there. As usual David and Sarah Caldwell
were exceptional with their hospitality and it
was heartbreaking to experience firsthand a
property that is experiencing this awful
drought. We think we are badly off having to
buy in water but at least our livelihood does
not depend on rain.

Our final function of the year, the Christmas
get-together, was to be at Pat Laher’s new
place at Uralla.

Lately we had our giant plant sale at the St
Peter’s weekend. Selwyn Wood owners,
Jeremy Smith and Greta Williamson were very
welcoming and as usual we sold about ¾ of
our stock and we even signed up a new
member. This activity takes a lot of work but
because it is a tradition with us we have many
regular customers.

Commencing at 12 noon.

Many thanks to those members who helped
out and joined in with these activities and
regret that those members who did not join
in missed out on some great activities.

However, because the house is not finished,
we are postponing our visit there.
Maria and Don Hitchcock have kindly offered
to host the Christmas get-together at their
property, “Fangorn”, Old Inverell Road,
Armidale.

From the Newsletter editor:
Dear members, this is your newsletter!
Contributions are gladly received, whether articles,
brief items, photos, or snippets, and will be
published in order of receipt, as space permits.
Mail contributions to 5 Birch Crescent, Armidale,
or email aslinverna@gmail.com. I can scan and
return printed photos.
--------------------------------------------------------
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GET-TOGETHER REPORT
Saturday
AM: Fangorn garden (M and D Hitchcock)
A large contingent of APS members from all over the
state attended the launch and enjoyed a tour of Maria
and Don’s diverse garden, including the National
Correa Collection and Maria’s expanding collection of
waratahs (she currently leads the Waratah and Flannel
Flower study group).

Get-together launch at Hitchcock garden

Besides the correas and waratahs, visitors noted the
following in flower: Xanthorrhea sp (a huge flowering
spike), Isopogon “Woorikee”, Boronia heterophylla
(“Ice Charlotte” and “Lipstick”), Boronia keysii,
Leptospermum “Outrageous”, a pink-flowering Calytrix
and many more.
PM : Nevin garden (B & J Nevin)
The range of plants in John and Barbara’s garden
continues to expand, including some unusual and
experimental plantings – a feast for enthusiasts
attending the APS get-together.

Maria talks waratahs

Floral highlights included Correas: “White Tips”,
reflexa “Torrington Red” and “Western Pink Star”, plus
Phebaliums “Dulcie’s Delight”, stenophyllum and
whitei, Boronia denticulata, Lasiopetalum bauerii, and
Philotheca verrucosa (double-flowered form).
Participants attended closely to John’s talk on the
garden’s establishment and his cultivation methods.
There were some shudders when minimum
temperatures in the garden were mentioned! The sale
tables of Mole Station and member plants (and the
afternoon tea!) were well patronized - see photo below.

Members also opened their wallets at the Armidale Tree
Group Nursery

The group assembles for the Dangars Falls walk(above photos
Mark Abell, APS-NSW)
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Sunday:

article about our horticultural adventures since those far
off days.

AM : Yallaroo –Warren and Gloria Sheather report:
Contrasting Visits
Over two consecutive weekends we hosted contrasting
visits of native plant enthusiasts.On the 13th October
were we visited by nearly 150 people from the APS Get
Together. On the next weekend we hosted about 8
members from the Tamworth APS group.
The Get Together group was the largest ever to visit
Yallaroo. We thank the Nevins for bringing and setting
up the morning tea and seating. Also thanks to John
Nevin for providing the portable PA system. This made
communication possible with so many people.
We were very pleased to see so many visitors clutching
plastic bags full of cuttings. No pruning needed for
some time.

All-in-all we had an interesting and educational day. To
have contact with so many members passionate about
native plants was inspirational.
The following weekend we welcomed about eight
members from the Tamworth group. We have had a
long association with the Tamworth group. This was a
more relaxed visit because of the lower numbers. Even
so we had an interesting time as we wandered around
the garden. Talking was punctuated by the sound of
secateurs snipping. A number of members are keen
plant propagators especially Bill and Sonya who
propagate many hundreds of plants in any given year.
They generously brought some wattles for our garden.
We were able to reciprocate with some plants for their
rare plant section in the Tamworth Botanic Garden.
This was another interestingand informative day.

It was very heartening to have so many people gathered
together who are so enthusiastic and knowledgeable
about native plants. We learnt a lot from this visit.
With so many visitors we could not talk individually to
everyone but there was time to have contact with a
number of enthusiasts. We met Mark Abell and Neil
Wilson. Mark manages the APS NSW web site and Neil
has rejuvenated the local site. We contribute to both
sites. We also met Jane Pye the Secretary, Southern
Highlands APS. We also contribute to their newsletter.
We had contact with John Aitken, APS President. John
mentioned having more coverage for our horticultural
musings.
Hugh Stacey, from Lugarno, shares our love of hakeas.
He was very interested in the local, narrow-leaved form
of Hakea eriantha. We are sending Hugh some seed. He
had some information on the distribution of both Hakea
bakeriana and H. constablei.

Propagation talk by Warren

Kristine Gow was welcome visitor. We have known
Kris and Lloyd for many years. Kris is a keen plant
propagator and brought a Hakea dohertyi, a rare
species, and a Frankenia cinerea. These are new species
for our garden.
Merle Thompson is the editor of the Blue Mountain’s
Group newsletter. We have known Merle for many
years. Because we first joined the APS when we lived
in the Blue Mountains we have committed to writing an

Myoporum floribundum
(Photos M Abell – APS-NSW)
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Get-Together feedback received by Maria
Hitchcock, Chair of the Organising Committee:
Dear Maria,
Thank you so much for a wonderful weekend. We enjoyed all three
gardens immensely and I was very glad to see Dangars Falls again.
The banquet at Uralla was a different experience with wonderful
food. …It is really a shot in the arm to see other people’s gardens and
observe what they have done with their plants. It renews one’s
enthusiasm for one’s own garden, which, of course, is the point of
the exercise. Please convey to John and Barbara, and Rod and Gloria,
our appreciation of their efforts. We know what it takes to open a
garden and it is a lot of work .…
I admire your energy Maria. It was a terrific effort from you and Don.
Hats off to you both.
Cheers, Ros (and Ben) Walcott
Maria,
Thank you for the weekend. I had a good time and learnt a lot.
Helen also says thanks.
I don't usually go in for these sorts of things and the only real
inducement was to meet up with some of the originals from
Armidale. It was good to say hello again.
Regards Mick Belcher
Maria
From the Blue Mountains contingent a big thank you to you and the
Committee for what was a wonderful weekend. We spent yesterday
afternoon locating a NE peppermint on the road to Wards Mistake
under which Dick slept in 1955. We found it!! We head back to the
lower Blue Mountains today refreshed and looking forward to next
year's get together.
Warm regards
Dick, Jim, Joan and Alix
Hi Maria.
The Central Coast attendees (small in number!) all had a most
enjoyable time and four of us have arrived home. The rain woke me
last night - very noisy on the cabin roof.
Looking forward to seeing you all at our place next year.
John Andrews
We had a great time and we are all planning to go to the next get
together. ….Thank you all again for been such strong messengers to
the value and enjoyment of the native garden.
Maria Morales
The North Shore Group had a large delegation at the Get-together.
All of us enjoyed the weekend enormously.We were impressed by
the organization of activities, particularly the small things –
balloons hanging on gateposts, your mudmaps, mugs in drawstring
bags etc. We learnt lots about growing plants in cold climates and
coping with lack of water. The UNE Herbarium got us enthused, and
the gorge scenery was breathtaking. We came back with a boxful of
plants and many memories. We thank your Group for a great
experience.
Barry Lees, North Shore Group
Hello Maria,
We arrived home last night. We had a fantastic time in Armidale. A
big THANK YOU to the committee and their supporters for the
wonderful program that you put together - from the inspirational
gardens to the shared dining experiences. What a great group of
people native plant enthusiasts are.
Kindest regards,
Shirley and Warwick Daniels

On behalf of the members of the Southern Tablelands APS Group, I'd
like to thank you and your team for the very enjoyable weekend in
Armidale.
We really enjoyed the gardens, the company and the dinner on
Saturday evening. Some of us had not previously been to Armidale,
so we thoroughly enjoyed exploring your town!
Kind regards
Gudrun Delbridge (Secretary)
Thank you for your wonderful organisation.
On the way home we visited the Hunter Valley Botanic Gardens at
Heatherbrae on the highway, well worth a visit.
Regards,
Rae and Noel Rosten,
North Shore Group.
Hello Maria
I have just arrived back home from the Get-Together and on behalf
of the 7 Southern Tablelands members who attended I would like to
congratulate you and your team on a wonderful event. All of us were
most impressed and picked up many handy hints for use in
establishing and maintaining our own gardens. At a convenient time,
please pass on our congratulations and thanks to the committee and
the families who opened their gardens.
Thanks
Bob Galland
Hello Maria, Well we arrived home safe , The members of the
Macarthur ,say thank you to everyone in your club for the wonderful
organisation, it must have been a very trying event to put together !!
BUT you pulled it off and everyone had a great time. On behalf of our
club a big thank you .
Rita Redden
Hi Maria,
Please extend our thanks to all who made the get together such an
enjoyable and rewarding experience. Everything went so well, it
meant that a lot of planning musthave happened behind the scenes.
The visit to the herbarium was an unexpected delight. Even the
weather was good, so I don't know how you did that one. Even to
getting a bit of much needed rain.
Well Done.
Cheers
Margaret and David, Macarthur Group.
We arrived home last night, all well. Had a lovely walk around
Dumaresq Dam on Monday morning - might be worth mentioning if
Armidale has another APS gathering? We noted the attractive and
informative bird and Dam history posters that you prepared!
David and Bronwyn Mitchell were lovely hosts.
… You and your committee did an incredible job over the weekend and the year preceding!
Thank you so much.
Margery Street
Hi Maria,
We had a pleasant trip home, thank you. We had a great time and
thoroughly enjoyed all the activities.
Congratulations on a well organised and successful Get-together.
Graham Walters
.. On looking more carefully at the photos of your garden it is so
evident of the enormous amount of work you have done in your
garden and nursery- to great effect!! Just wonderful. Please pass on
our thanks and admiration to your committee and members- they
did a superb job. We arrived home in torrential rain- glad you got
some!!
Love, Cherree Densley
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Our Blue Mountains people had a great time. The Saturday night
dinner was fabulous, so when we found out that the workers were
volunteers we were particularly impressed. Anyway, thank you all
very much and be seeing you again sometime.
Jim Plummer
Thank you for the photo, and many thanks to you, Barbara, John,
Patrick, Helen, Warren and Gloria for all your organisation and a
great event in Armidale. We enjoyed it very much. We took a
leisurely trip home and got back Wednesday night, luckily before the
fires near Gloucester and Newcastle made things difficult. Glad to
hear you've had some rain there at last - let's hope there's some
more on the way for the bushfire areas..
Kind regards,
Julia Tomkinson & David Drage
I'd like to send a message of thanks to you and your committee for
the wonderful event you I organized for the benefit of visitors from
all over the state. I loved the gardens we saw, particularly as the
conditions you deal with In Armidale are quite similar to those in my
own area of the Southern Highlands. Back home I've spoken to
several people about it who seem quite enthused to attend he next
gathering. The plants I bought from you are looking for a comfortable
slot ...where I can nurse them through til it rains. I expect I'll order
some more in the autumn.
With thanks and best wishes
Jane Pye, Southern Highlands

Excursion to Mole River Nursery and
Timbarra Plateau
Helen Schwarz reports:
First, an early morning tea in Tenterfield’s very popular
Rotary Park with Sara Caldwell and Janet and Neil
White; then a tour of Tim Rowe’s garden.
Unfortunately, the mulch used for his entire planting
contained asbestos. Consequently, the plants which
were to be grown in the mulch rather than in the soil
below as well as the mulch had to be removed. They
were replanted into very thick, clean mulch. The
surviving plants included grafted grevilleas and
eremophilas grown like standard weeping cherries.
Many shrubs and ground covers were in flower white,
blue, mauve, yellow and shades of pink and red. The
acacias and banksias, dianellas and lomandras were
olive green backdrops to all the colour and the golden
glow of the Glencoe Daisy was eye catching.
Sara and Neil (a geologist) then led us to Bronwyn and
Bill Petrie’s cattle property, largely a wilderness area
alongside state forest, National Park and Demon Creek
Nature Reserve on the mineral rich granite Timbarra
plateau. The contentious Timbarra goldmine was
situated on their land. During “smoko” Bill and Neil

I just want to say THANK YOU for a very enjoyable weekend.
The gardens and talks were fascinating and I have to say the dinner
ticked all the boxes. A venue that oozed character; a speaker to
entertain us; great company and delicious food. What a night to
remember!
Elwin was such a gracious host! Thank you for introducing me to her.
All the very best…
See you in 2014!
Cheers Bev Wodrow
Thanks for the very enjoyable week-end at Armidale. I do hope you
had some of the recent drizzle, such as it was. We were lucky enough
to have 6mm. Thanks too for the little Boronia. It survived the trip
home and has been potted on safely.
Tom & Pip Gibian

Hello Maria
I have just arrived back home from the Get-Together and on behalf
of the 7 Southern Tablelands members who attended I would like
to congratulate you and your team on a wonderful event. All of us
were most impressed and picked up many handy hints for use in
establishing and maintaining our own gardens. At a convenient
time, please pass on our congratulations and thanks to the
committee and the families who opened their gardens. Thanks, Bob
Gelland.

filled us in on the geology of the place and the recent
history of mining and protests against it there. The
ABC’s documentary “Demon Fault” (2002) delves into
the drama of it all.
The landscape varies from wetland and heath,
undulating and rugged dry sclerophyll forest with
granite outcrops dropping down on the edge of the
escarpment to wet sclerophyll and rainforest. The
area’s biodiversity is amazing and the panorama of
dense rainforest valleys and ridge east towards Drake
is magnificent
According to an illustrated information board erected
by Northern Rivers Gwydir CMA on the edge of Tin
Swamp; it “Is a large and significant wetland of 5
interconnected sections draining into the head waters
of Tin Creek… .Good land management practices such
as……. retaining native vegetation and fencing off the
wetland means that many amazing species of plants
and animals can continue to live here. Many have
become locally extinct in other areas because of poor
land management practices.”
In the early days of settlement alluvial deposits of gold
and tin were mined and traces of these workings can
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still be found in the montane swamp. John Nevin
slipped down one such hollow while identifying and
photographing some of the shrubs and flowering
plants there. Among the granite boulders towards the
far edge of the swamp were stunted eucalypts, fairly
dense clumps of acacia and a variety of spikey shrubs
such as Callistemon pityoides and hakea. Eriostemon
(Philotheca?) and leptospermums such as brevipes and
nova anglicae were in flower as were goodenias,
petrophiles and boronia. What resembled a prostrate
Morton Bay fig had attached itself to a granite boulder.
In the tall grasses of the swamp; poa, lomandra,
dianella,stylidium (trigger plant), and a delicate lemon
flowering creeper were visible.
Bill took us along tracks through the now largely
rehabilitated contentious Timbarra mine workings. We
saw remnants of mining by the Chinese in the 1850’s
and we explored the boulder strewn bushland to the
edge of the escarpment where rock orchids and
clematis thrived and the trees were tall. Numerous drill
holes throughout the area were evidence of mineral
exploration since the 1980’s. One core- sampled
boulder sparkled with molybdenum. The variety of
vegetation was incredible- different species of
hibbertias, Banksia spinulosa, leucopogon,
brachyscome , olearia and other daisies, rice flower
(Ozothamnus diosmifolius); more leptospermum,
lomandra, and dianella. There were Patersonia, correa,
isopogon, goodenia, pimelia, phebalium, kunzea,
persoonia, Allocasuarina littoralis, jacksonia and others
belonging to the pea family; acacias including the rare
floydii, and a shallow valley with a dense population of
Callistemon pallidus in full bloom. There were many
species of eucalypt and we were fortunate to be shown
the Strawberry Gum, Eucalyptus olida, found only in
Timbarra Plateau and Gibraltar Range woodland. Sara
told us that although rare in the wild, it is cultivated
commercially for its essential oils used in perfumery
and as a flavouring agent in commercial jams,
desserts, fruit dishes and carbonated drinks. The
leaves are dried for herbal teas and cooking spice.
The highlight of the visit was, for me, insignificant, low
hairy, grass-like mounds which Neil called jam tarts.
This, and its botanical name, Melichrus(honey)
procumbens(lying down) was appropriate. Hidden
within the foliage were small5 pointed star shaped
cups with 5 cream petals “floating” on thick fragrant
nectar. Each blossom was about 15 mmin diameter and

did resemble tiny custard tarts which honey eating
birds and ants would find irresistible. It was an exciting
day of discovery for us all.
That night we enjoyed dinner with Sara and David
Caldwell and the next day collected the Mole Nursery
plants for APS stall at St Peter’s Open Garden
weekend.

Ozothamnus diosmifolius – photo H Schwarz

Melichrus procumbens – photo H Schwarz

View at edge of plateau towards Drake
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A Pair of Prostantheras
contributed by Warren and Gloria Sheather

Prostanthera serpyllifolia is known as the Thymeleaved Mintbush. This is a dwarf, spreading shrub
reaching a height of one metre with a similar
spread.Small leaves are one centimetre long, ovate,
deep green, crowded and glossy. The foliage is aromatic
and rather attractive.
The flowers are tubular and two centimetres long.
Blooms may be reddish with yellow tips, bluish-green
or yellow. As the image shows we have the yellowflowered form. The flowering period extends from
August to December and at this time blooms are eyecatching and copious.
Prostanthera serpyllifolia is a widespread species and is
found in western New South Wales, Victoria, South
Australia and Western Australia.
The species name means with leaves similar to Thymus
serpyllum hence the common name.
Both Prostantheras have a rather delicate appearance
but we have found that they resist wilting during dry
periods.
Both species propagate readily from cuttings.

Prostanthera aspalathoides

The Prostantheras or Mint Bushes are divided into two
sections according to flower shape. Section 1 is
Prostanthera which includes the better known Mint
Bushes such as Prostanthera ovalifolia and P.
lasianthos. Their flowers have short corolla tubes with
two lobes. The lower lobe longer that the upper lobe.
Section 2 is Klanderia where the corolla tube is long
and the upper and lower lobes more or less equal in
length. The shape of the blooms is reminiscent of
Eremophila and Correa flowers.This latter section has
fewer species than section one. In NSW there are six
species in the Klanderia section whilst the Prostanthera
section has 27 species.
Prostanthera aspalathoides and P. serpyllifolia are two
members of the Klanderia section. In our garden both
species have proved to be hardy and free flowering.
Prostanthera aspalathoides is a dwarf, erect shrub that
reaches a height of one metre in our garden. The small,
crowded leaves are deep green and, typical of most
Mint Bushes, very aromatic. Tubular flowers are two
centimetres long and come in a range of colours
including red, orange, yellow and cream. The upper and
lower lobes are equal in length.
The plant illustrated is our yellow flowered form. There
is also a specimen with red flowers in our collection.
With both forms, blooms are both conspicuous and
prolific in spring.
Prostanthera aspalathoides is widely distributed
species and occurs in New South Wales, Victoria and
South Australia. There may also be occurrences in
Western Australia. In NSW the species is found on the
Western Slopes and Plains. There is also a record of a
specimen from Glen Davis near Lithgow.

Prostanthera serpyllifolia

Myoporum viscosum
Myoporum viscosum is known as the Sticky Boobialla
and is a medium, spreading shrub with dark green,
sticky leaves. From June to November our plants
become covered with masses of white, five-petalled
flowers. Sporadic flowers appear at other times.
Both foliage and flowers are attractive features. The
plants, in our garden, have proved to be drought
tolerant, frost resistant and free flowering. Occasional
tip pruning will improve shape and foliage density.
Myoporum viscosum would be a useful and colourful
addition the informal hedges and screens.
The species occurs in Victoria and South Australia
Propagate from cuttings. We have found that cuttings
strike readily but take a little longer than other
Myoporums.
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3. Select the address in the address bar by clicking the
left mouse button on the address.

Move the cursor between the ‘x’ and the ‘.’ in the
address, then left click. Type in 1 and left click again.
The address now looks like:-

www.aps-armidale.org.au/index1.html

Myoporum viscosum (photo W & G Sheather)
- see article previous page

APS Business Meetings Minutes on the Web
From Webmaster Neil Wilson
In the October business meeting, it was decided to trial
a new approach to the members’ access to the ratified
Minutes of the meetings. All members should have
access to the minutes but many may not wish to receive
them via email (and download them to read). It also
increases the workload/internet usage for the secretary
significantly.
The minutes are now available on the APS Armidale
website, on a page ‘hidden’ from non-member visitors.
This means that members can see the minutes anywhere
they have access to the internet, without having to log
onto an email account. Those already without email or
internet will get the minutes by mail as normal.

4. Press the Enter key. The Minutes page will be
displayed.
Once on the page:•You may wish to make a BOOKMARK in your
browser to this page. (Right click and select ‘Bookmark
This Page’ or similar, then left click.)
•To access the minutes, select a box with a link and left
click on it.

March and April have links to minutes for these
meetings, May has no link (unavailable at the time of
writing). A new page will open with the minutes
selected.

FOR YOUR DIARY

To access the page,

November 2013:

The short way:-

Sunday 24th

Click on this link (or type it into the address bar of your
browser) to get to the page directly:-

December 2013 :

www.aps-armidale.org.au/index1.html

Sunday 1st

12.00-: Christmas Function –
“Fangorn” Old Inverell Road, Armidale

The long way:-

January 2014

1. Open the aps-armidale.org.au site in your browser
(Chrome, Firefox, Safari, IE etc)

February 2014

2. Click on the Home tab in the left panel. This gets
you to aps-armidale.org.au/index.html address.

8.00 - 1.00pm : Markets in the Mall

Tuesday 11th

No Meetings or Forums in January

5pm Business meeting at the
Mulquineys’

Wednesday 19th 7.30pm- Plant Forum, TAFE Seminar
Room
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Arboretum report…from Pat Laher
The working bee in September consisted of mulching the
eastern end of the Proteacea Bed and a general clean up.
We need more mulch to complete both this area and the
eastern end of the New England Flora Bed. In October we
planted 9 pots and 2 tubes. There wasn't a working in
November due to St.Peters Garden weekend.
Sunday Markets
This years plant sales continue to be very positive with
both August and September recording sales of 47 pots
and a further 41 plants sold in October.
St.Peters Gardens
In spite of an extremely dry winter and spring, plant sales
were still very good at this years open garden. Visitors on
the Saturday numbered about 330, but numbers on the
Sunday appeared to be much lower than in previous
years. We sold 281 plants and are left with 106, which
will be sold at the following Markets and at our monthly
Forum raffles.

The Warrumbungles Revisited
Barbara Nevin writes:
Recently John and I made a return visit to the
Warrumbungles. We had been there prior to the
horrific fires early this year and fell in love with the
place. But now – it is beautiful in a vastly different
way.
The geological formations are easily seen and the
beautiful small plants such as orchids, “Pilliga Daisy’,
wahlenbergia and swainsonia (to name a few) are easily
seen with no other vegetation hiding them.

My most beautiful sight was a thick broken off black
stump and at the base was a small handful of gum
leaves growing and my first thought was that hope
springs eternal.
Up to the Observatory and the scenery around and from
there was horrific, but there were still people visiting so
it is alive and well with the National Park people set up
in a demountable building, after their original building
was burnt down.
The next day we attended the Bilby Blooms Spring
Plant sale at Binnaway and had a marvellous day.
Apart from Annabell and Anthony we did not run into
anyone else that we knew so it was great to talk to
people who have totally different growing conditions to
ours. It is wonderful to find so many people growing
native plants that do not necessarily belong to any plant
groups. It was great to see so many bags of plants
leaving the nursery and even we bought a few.
We met up with a few people who had lost their homes
in the fires and they were starting to buy plants of large
trees and shrubs to start replacing their shelter belts.
They were looking forward to having their houses
rebuilt so that they could start planting smaller plants
around their houses.
On the Monday we were unable to return to the
Warrumbungles before we came home as the National
Park Rangers were shooting feral goats as because of
the fires they could see them clearly.
It will be worth a future visit to see how it is
progressing and our accommodation was very
comfortable at the Binnaway Railway Barracks.

The stark black trunks of the trees with some
regenerating epicormic shoots in some places looked
like an emerald green necklace winding around the
trunks.
We saw a couple of kangaroos, a few birds and
butterflies so life is slowly returning.
Last time we looked at a beautiful sunset from the
White Gums Lookout – this time just black but in some
places where the blackened bark had started to shed
there was white – how beautiful!

Dianella sp. (Flax lily), Warrumbungles National Park (photo
D.Pearce©CC)
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Alternative Aerial Layering (or Air Layering)

Step 1. Cut a hole in the bottom of the pot and down
the side to meet the hole.

Contributed by Neil Wilson

Many Australian natives are difficult to propagate by
cuttings. This method is a great alternative and is
usually successful. Bonsai growers use this method
mainly to get a well developed thick trunk off a bush or
tree that is growing in a garden, or to lower the height
of a mature tree in a pot. However choosing a small
trunk or branch will work much more quickly with
greater reliability.
Originally the technique used polythene film over a
layer of sphagnum moss surrounding a wound on a
branch/trunk. The difficulties with this method were
threefold.
·
·
·

The moss was difficult to keep consistently
moist for a long time.
There wasn’t much space for roots to form.
Damage to the new roots was almost
inevitable when repotting the ‘cutting’.

Step 2. Cut the trunk down to the xylem (or wood) –
Just under the cambium layer. In this tree, the bark and
cambium are yellow while the xylem is cream.

This method solves all of these issues, as long as you
start with a HEALTHY PLANT in full growth. It involves
surrounding the wound with sphagnum, hessian and
open potting mix. You will need the following:
1. A shallow pot like the orchid pot in photo.
2. Sphagnum moss – moistened.
3. Hessian, a sharp knife (I use a ‘Stanley’ knife with a
fresh blade.
4. Open potting mix – I use 1 part each of Native mix,
Coir Peat and Diatomite.
5. Scissors, secateurs, bonsai wire and cutters.

If there are no live leaves below the cut, LEAVE A
BRIDGE of bark.
This feeds the existing roots so they don’t die. A bridge
of about 10-20% of the trunk width is OK. ONLY ONE
BRIDGE is made.

If there are other live leaves below the cut, or it is one
trunk of two or more trunks, ring-bark the tree
completely! That is, multi-stemmed trees or shrubs can
have one trunk ring-barked. Any branch with leaves
below the cut will feed the roots, so no bridge is
required.
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Step 3. Pack the wound with damp sphagnum moss.
Then wrap a strip of hessian around the moss to keep it
in place. The hessian MUST BE COVERING THE WOUND
AREA COMPLETELY. Tie some string around the
hessian to compress the moss into the wound. This is
the hessian bandage.

dripper so that it is watered regularly but the water
drains onto the plant below. Add a mulch of sphagnum
or pebbles etc to reduce temperature and evaporation.

Once set, leave it in place without moving for at least 3
months. When the tree photosynthesizes, it sends food
and hormones down to the roots. As most of the food
and hormones are trapped above the wound, the tree
starts to develop roots above the wound (- at the top
of the wound to be exact). The bridge allows some of
the food to reach the roots and keeps them alive.
Step 4. Open the split in the pot and place the pot
around the area. This tree has a convenient branch to
help rest the pot onto. The base of the pot MUST BE
ENTIRELY BELOW THE HESSIAN BANDAGE.

These new roots will fill the pot eventually when the
trunk can be cut as close as possible to the bottom of
the pot. The pot can be carefully taken (or cut) off and
the plant put into a larger flat pot for further root
development. The best time to do this is spring to
early summer when the plants are growing vigorously.
The more vigour, the more sugars and hormones build
up and therefore more roots develop more quickly.
Fast growing plants like Callistemons etc will take from
3 to 6 months to establish. Banksias can take up to 2
years if the trunk is thick. Removing the ‘cutting’ too
soon is the most usual reason for failure in this
method.

Wire the side of the pot together and use the support
wires to connect it to the tree. The pot doesn’t have to
be level but it must be able to hold some potting mix.
Step 5. ‘Fill’ the pot with potting mix and wet it
down. The top level of mix should be just above the
hessian bandage after wetting (compacting). Set up a

This Acacia binervia (syn. A. glaucescens) has spent
over 30 years in a bonsai pot of some sort, but it won’t
shoot on old wood unless the top is taken off. If the top
is taken off, it may die or it may re-shoot. I wanted to
lower the height of the tree and hopefully get a second
tree when the bottom re-shoots (fingers crossed). The
tree is over 1 metre tall and has recently had a boring
insect develop near the base – look for a hole below
the aerial layer in the first photo. With all of this I am
still confident with this method.
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Become a member and save!
Did you know that there are a range of discounts available to members? Tell your friends and urge them to join our group.
Armidale & District members only
All Mole Station plants at the APS stall at the Mall Markets and our annual plant sale. At $2.00 per plant discount, you can
easily save your annual subscription each year. (25% discount)
All members of APS-NSW
Cool Natives, 16 Hitchcock Lane Armidale 2350 Ph. 6775 1139. (10% discount) Specialist in Frost hardy plants, Correas, New
England Flora Online catalogue coolnatives.com.au Open by appointment. Selling at Farmers Market/Mall Market/Mail Order
Free delivery in Armidale.
Glenbrook Native Plant Reserve, Great Western Highway, Glenbrook 2773 Ph (02) 4739 4465. Sat, Sun, Wed. 12noon-4pm. 10%
discount to members Web: www.apsbluemtnsgroup.org
The Wildflower Place, 453 The Entrance Rd, Erina Heights 2260. Ph (02) 4365 5510. 5% discount - tell staff before purchase.
Wombat Gully Native Nursery, 1729 Coxs Creek Rd, Rylstone 2849 Ph (02) 6379 6202. 5% discount Mildura Native Nursery 10%
discount on the purchase of any native plants or other products including the Watertube ordered online at
www.nativenursery.com.au
Leearne Neal at Newcastle Wildflower Nursery, 260 Lake Rd, Glendale 2285 Ph (02) 6379 6202. 10% discount
A.R. Native Plant Nursery, 177 Terania Ck Rd, The Channon NSW 2480 (far north coast) Ph (02) 6688 6365 10% discount
Fri/Sat/Sun 9am-5pm other times by appointment
Bonney Hills Garden Centre, 1055 Ocean Drive, Bonney Hills 2445 Ph (02) 6585 5764 10% discount on all plant purchases
All Greengold Nurseries (except landscape materials or discounted stock) see www.greengold.com.au for location details etc.
Florilegium: The Garden Bookstore 65 Derwent St, Glebe 2037 PO Box 644 Rozelle 2039. Ph (02) 9555 8589. 7 days 9am-5pm.
10% discount
Forests NSW Nurseries 10% discount on all potted lines. West Pennant Hills, Muswellbrook, Gunnedah, Wagga Wagga,
Narrandera, Dubbo & Forbes For details see http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/forests/business-services/nurseries
Sydney WildFlower Nursery, 9 Veno St Heathcote NSW 2233. Ph (02) 4739 4465. Sat, Sun, Wed. 12noon-4pm. 10% discount.
Web: www.sydneywildflowernursery.com.au
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM
for Australian Plant Society (ABN 87 002 680 408)

MEMBERSHIP TYPE:(please tick appropriate box )

Annual Fee

Concession

Single

$50

$42

Joint (two adults at the same address)

$58

$50

Concession applied for: Limited Fixed Income

Full Time Student

PERSONAL:Joint members please complete a) and b)
a)

Mr Mrs Miss Ms Dr other

b)

Mr Mrs Miss Ms Dr other

Given Name(s):

Given Name(s):

Surname:

Surname:

Postal Address:
Postcode:
Tel: Home (
Fax: (

)

Work: (

)

)

Email:

Please return form with payment to:Membership Officer, APS Armidale Branch, PO Box 735, Armidale NSW
2350
PAYMENT:
$……………… is enclosed by:

□ Cash
□

Cheque, payable to APS Armidale Branch

□

Money Order, payable to APS Armidale Branch

□

EFT is available, please email the membership officer if you are paying by this method
Name of Account: APS Armidale and District
BSB: 932000
Account No: 642450
Include your surname as a reference to allow payments to be allotted to you.

IF APPLICABLE:
I do NOTwish my contact details to be made available to other members.
Signature:

…………………………………………
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