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Xerochrysum Glenn Coe, with Wahlenbergia stricta at the Wilson garden St Peters Garden
Weekend 2015. Photos by S. Jaggar (St Peter’s).

Contact Us:
Armidale & District Group

PO Box 735, Armidale NSW 2350

President:

Phil Rose

Ph. 6775 3767

prosecarwell@bigpond.com

Secretary:

Penelope Sinclair

Ph. 6771 5639

apsarmidale@gmail.com

Treasurer:

Carole Fullalove

From the Editor:
Hi all, this is my last newsletter. I wish to thank all contributors and helpers. If you want the
newsletter to continue, please think about two things that need to happen. Someone will
need to take the reigns as editor AND think about contributing something to one newsletter
each year (there are only 4, and we have many members).
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OFFICEBEARERS FOR 2016/17
President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Membership:

Phil Rose
Colin Wilson
Penelope Sinclair
Carole Fullalove
Phil Rose

Markets in the Mall, Outings and Arboretum Coordinator:
Patrick Laher
Phone: 0427327719
Newsletter Editor, Web Master and OHS and Environmental Officer:
Neil Wilson
Phone: 0434196604 e-mail: hn2905@gmail.com
Hospitality:
Glenda Mulquiney
Our website:

http://www.aps-armidale.org.au

President’s Message
We have enjoyed another busy year in which meetings have dealt with a wide range of
topics including garden design, effects of fire, revitalising soils, attracting birds to gardens,
wattles for New England, Xanthorrhoea and the Every Tree Counts project. The committee
has tried hard to cater for all interests. There have been day outings to a number of gardens
for those who find the evening meetings difficult. The structure and timing of meetings has
been a constant source of discussion, so your participation at the planning meeting on the
12th December at the Armidale Tree Group at 1 pm will really help ensure any decision
carries with it the wishes of the majority of members.
The review of APS at State level has been most successful generating a new website and
membership system. The accounting area is now under review. The major aim is to reduce
administration so we can all spend more time on plants. The State committee deserve our
full support including our acceptance that improvements inevitably bring more reliance on
computer and digital solutions. The benefits are so obvious, when even a brief look at our
Armidale District section of the new NSW website show cases what our region really has to
offer. Congratulations to Neil Wilson for this effort. Do not put it off, have a look now!
Just over a year ago, it was agreed to have our decisions made by a committee of six. I can
report that the move has been most successful, as timing can be arranged to suit all
members and greater focussed discussion can take place. Penelope Sinclair has not only
carried out all the secretarial duties but helped arrange speakers and cooking for suppers
where there have been gaps in the roster (which have been many). Patrick Laher has
continued to be a tower of strength in keeping our presence at the markets, which
continues to provide our premium access to the public. He also organises our group’s
contribution to the native section at the arboretum. He has been most ably assisted by Colin
Wilson. Carole Fullalove constantly keeps an eye on the finances and will no doubt smooth
our way into the financial new system. I have already mentioned Neil’s efforts on our
website and also acknowledge his production of a truly excellent newsletter.
I have now served three years as president, which has been most rewarding. I will not be
seeking to extend the term, nor do I wish to be on the committee. It is time for fresh
thought to continue the process of rejuvenation and development of our District and
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Society. Please consider helping in some way. The review at State level has undoubtedly
increased the demands on the committee. While the majority of the process is now
complete, there is more to be done at our local level. I personally think that a president, in
this situation, should only be asked to commit to one year, rather than our traditional three
years.
I would finally like to thank all of the members (which space does not allow to be
individually mentioned) for their support and enthusiasm over the year.
All the best,
Phil Rose

Garden Walk at John and Barbara Nevin’s - 19/8
by Suzanne Robertson
It is hard to imagine a more perfect and enjoyable experience than that which ten members of
our Group participated in on the morning of the 19th August.
It was sunny, and fairly brisk. We set
off after a preliminary cuppa and
rapidly became engrossed in John’s
extensive knowledge of wattles of the
region and also obtained from various
trips elsewhere over a number of
years. He knew both the life history of
the individual plants and their
response to their environment and
weather conditions. Many he
described as being “as tough as old boots”. Several group
members contributed their knowledge of the locations of
wattles of their acquaintance. Others of us rapidly became
rather foggy about the differences between them, but
definitely knew they were all beautiful and very special.
Their heights varied from close to the ground to many
metres.
Their settings had been
carefully planned, and the morning light displayed them
magnificently.
There are still some areas in the 5 acre garden which are
available for other plantings but the entire garden enables
Group members to learn from the careful groupings and
labelling of many native plant varieties.
We adjourned to the verandah where John used two wattles to demonstrate the key system of
identification. Using his expertise and the terminology of identification, together with a hand
lens and measuring devices, he reduced the options from over 1500 to one in a matter of
minutes. He assured us it was all a matter of practice!
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John also had available for us labelled containers of
wattle seeds for us to select from to plant in our own
gardens, and an extensive collection of books on wattles.
Lunch followed. The whole session was a very heart
warming experience!
Thank you to John and Barbara!
John assured us it would be Barbara who enjoyed the Wolf Blass Red Phil Rose presented
him with. Barbara assured us she is a non-drinker!

Some Bywong Beauties

by Warren Sheather

Bywong Nursery is situated north east of Canberra. Peter and Jennifer Ollerenshaw started
the nursery in 1984 and at that time they grew a mixture of natives and exotics. From 1989
until this year they became involved in breeding new native plant varieties.
From this year the Ollenershaws are concentrating on native plant development. New
varieties are sent to propagation nurseries from there tube stock goes to wholesale growers
and thence to retail nurseries.
Over the years their plant breeding programme is
on a par with that of the late Leo Hodge of
Poorinda fame.
We have a number of Bywong productions in our
garden and probably many members have also
provided homes for the results of the
Ollerenshaw’s horticultural endeavours.
Grevillea “Apricot Charm” reaches a height of 1.5
metres with a width up to two metres. The leaves
are glossy and about four centimetres long. The flowers are the crowning glory of this
hybrid. Large clusters of pendulous apricot flowers are carried during winter and spring.
Honeyeaters are attracted to the blooms.
G. “Apricot Charm” arose as a chance seedling in the Bywong Nursery gardens.
Grevillea “Lady O” is another colourful
introduction from Bywong. This medium,
spreading shrub has bright red flowers. This is
another bird attractor. The specimens in our
garden carry flowers for many months including
the cooler parts of the year.
G. “Lady O” arose from a cross between a G.
victoriae hybrid and G. rhyolitica.
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Leptospermum “Mesmer Eyes” is a hardy medium
shrub reaching a height of 1.5 metres with a
spread of one metre. The mid-green leaves are
small and become hidden by the large flowers that
appear in spring. The blooms are white when they
open then age to pink. They have dark centres with
stamens that resemble eye lashes hence the hybrid
name.
We first saw this plant in full flower on a visit to
Phil and Julia’s garden. The flowers were very
impressive. Our specimens bloom bounteously every spring.
L. “Mesmer Eyes” has a contorted parentage and resulted from a union between a cultivar
of L. scoparium, L. macrocarpa and L. deuense.
Leptospermum “Rudolph” is a medium to tall,
upright shrub that may reach a height of 2-3
metres. The leaves are long, narrow and have an
attractive purplish colour. The eye-catching large
flowers are red and cover plants in summer.
L. “Rudolph” is a “double-barrelled” plant. Both
foliage and flowers are attractive features.
This beautiful hybrid was the result of a cross
between L. morrisonii and L. spectabile.
L. morrisonii contributed the leaf colour whilst flower size and colour is due to L. spectabile.
These are just a few of the cultivars produced for cultivation by Bywong Nursery.

Is your garden a sanctuary?

by Maria Hitchcock

Many of us have native gardens because we want to attract birds and other wildlife and just
because we like that feeling of the bush that you get with a collection of natives. Others are
human bowerbirds who specialise in a particular genus or group of plants and set our sights
on putting in a collection. Most of us are opportunists buying plants as they appeal and then
sticking them in wherever there is a free space, in the process creating a rather unique garden.
Have you thought of giving your garden some extra purpose? You don't need lots of skills or
knowledge to turn your garden into a sanctuary for rare or threatened plants. Many of us are
already growing some of these but don't know what they are. I started Save our Flora
(saveourflora@gmail.com.) - an online group with hundreds of members all over Australia to educate people about their rare and endangered flora. Membership is free and you receive
four newsletters a year.
Botanic Gardens have limited resources and can only manage a fraction of the species at risk.
There is a large untapped resource out there - the gardeners of Australia - who could be
growing one or more of these plants thus ensuring their survival.

Page 5

APS Armidale 2017_4 Summer
Grevillea iaspicula (Wee Jasper Grevillea) is a very
hardy upright shrub which grows up to 1.5m tall. It
comes from six known sites in the Lake Burrinjuck
and Wee Jasper area and was first collected in 1966.
Today there are less than 100 plants left in the wild.
it is listed as endangered due to grazing pressure
from sheep and goats and natural hybridisation with
Grevillea rosmarinifolia which has been found
growing naturally nearby. Keeping genetic purity in
the wild is tricky and may not be possible in the long
run. it is therefore important that we grow the pure
species and propagate from cuttings. Mole Station Nursery has been producing the straight
species and plants can be obtained from either Patrick or myself.
It is not the prettiest of our Grevilleas but deserves to be preserved. It has short broad leaves
and pendulous clusters of pink and cream spider flowers which appear in winter and continue
until spring. It is quite drought hardy and one of the few Grevilleas which is lime tolerant.
Grow it in a full sun or semi-shaded well-drained position. It's perfect for those difficult stony
sites. It can also be grown in a large tub. Give it a good tip prune once a year to keep it
bushy.
There is an official recovery program underway with authorities replanting clones of the
current populations in several sites to increase its spread. They are also using clones to
replant at bushfire affected sites.

DYI Heat-bed Propagating Box

by Neil Wilson
While at a garden visit recently, I was asked how I propagated cuttings. I explained that I had
a ‘tinpot’ set up but had achieved a relatively high success rate. Some people expressed
interest in finding out more about it.
Here is a brief summary of the
set up and I will hopefully follow
up with articles on the various
components in more detail in
future.
These are the 2 units I made with
both bottom heating and
overhead watering - they provide
the best results by far.
I use another type of propagating
box with less success (but still
adequate). A utility box ($25 at Bunnings) with a polycarbonate lid can be used:

Drain Holes
Heat Mat
Waterproof
Safety Box
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a. with bottom heat (above left) is pretty good (this NEVER gets rain as it sits well under
the eaves) and requires water to be poured in. Or :
b. with no heat or automatic watering (above right) for seeds and really easily striking
material.
I think my success rate is due to a few considerations.
1. I use single 75mm tubes with 1 cutting in each. This
makes for better survival rates after striking roots. There
is no root disturbance until final planting.
2. A regulated overhead watering system limits over
watering.
3. I limit the amount of light entering by placing them
beside shed and a southern fence, close to the house,
where they get no direct sunlight until mid summer.
Then they have two layers of shade cloth (a sheet cut to
size, directly on the lid as well as the shade cloth roof
above the tray shown in this image).
In each case there is a drain hole to let
excess water escape. The base is filled with
gravel (or VERY COURSE sand) to the bottom
of the hole. The following diagram shows
the basic components.
The home made boxes have a
polycarbonate wall on top of the plastic
box.
The whole setup sits on a foam sheet and the heat mat has a
layer of plastic above, which overlaps to drain water away. The
heat mat runs on 240V AC so it MUST be isolated from the
water. I bought this “Propagation Seed Starter Heat Mat - 52CM
x 25CM” on eBay for ~$16 AUS.
The thermostat is a 240V switch unit (which MUST be kept DRY) with
a probe which is buried in the gravel (which must be kept moist). All
wiring is easy but must be done with great care (or get an
electrician).
The whole thing can be set in a waterproof housing made from the
polycarbonate sheeting, or placed out of sight in the waterproof
safety box (seen under the black utility box above) which I bought from a ‘$2 shop’. The
plugs and connections are also in the box.
The watering system relies on a home-made ‘leaf’ using a reed switch instead of a mercury
switch. The mercury switch needs wires to be really flexible (to allow the movement of the
arm) but the reed switch can have fixed wires (as the magnet moves on the arm and the
reed switch is stationary). Therefore the reed switch ‘leaf’ is far more sensitive and easily
balanced. The switch activates a 12V pump, in my case, that uses water from the sump
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below the table in the first image above. A 12V DC
solenoid can be used if you wish to use town water
etc. A future article will fill in the details.
The corrugated lid allows some air to flow and
minimises fungal growth. It can be cut with heavy
scissors and is made in minutes. Bunnings have 2.5m
sheets for $20 or so. One sheet makes many lids.
As you can see, the cuttings are doing very well.
(photo taken 22 July 2017)

Grass Trees Xanthorrhoea spp.

by Penelope Sinclair
I have always been fascinated with Grass Trees and they are such an iconic emblem of our
bush. Those of you who have travelled to and from
Inverell and Guyra via the Ensmore and Tingha
Roads will have seen some great specimens (see
left) along the northern section of this route which
winds among the hills and crosses Paradise Creek
and the Macintre River in its upper reaches.
In September Eric and I joined the Inverell

Bushwalkers for an outing to the Paradise
Creek area where we saw some magnificent
specimens, all of which must be quite ancient.
Some, then relatively small, were included in
the well known art work “Bailed Up” which
Tom Roberts painted on Paradise Station in
1895 (see right).
Grass trees grow only in Australia and occur in
all States, growing in heaths and dry forests.
There are over 30 species in all; locally our common species are X. johnsonii and X. glauca.
They are closely related to the Lomandra spp.
Xanthorrhoea means “yellow flow” in ancient Greek and refers to its resin. This resin was
much prized by the aborigines, being used as a glue or as a coating/waterproffing material.
The early settlers also found it extremely
useful, as a glue, a varnish, polish and a
coating of tin materials. It was used in the
sizing of paper, in soap and perfumery and
even in the manufacture of early
gramophone records.
Nowdays, Grass Trees are becoming much
prized as garden plants and many of our
members will have one or more in their
garden. They are extremely slow growing,
estimated to grow 1-2cm per year, though it
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varies between species and conditions. A 5 metre tree could be 200-600 years old. One
suggestion from an old timer for ensuring garden survival is to add 1 cup of brown sugar to a
bucket of water and apply monthly for the first 2 years. This, he claimed, helps feed the
mycorrhiza in the soil, which are critical for Grass Tree survival. Unfortunately grass trees
are threatened by the root rot disease Phytophora cinnamomi. In a garden setting, scale
infestation can be a problem and this can be managed (with difficulty) by repeated
applications of white oil.
Some species will branch if the growing point is damaged. The stem/trunk is built from
accumulated leaf bases, cemented together with resin. The trunk is hollow and nutrients
move up inside via aerial roots. This close up

picture of the trunk shows how hard and furrowed it can be. One species X. acaulis which is
found west of the Divide in the Piliga area, does not develop an above ground trunk.
Most Grass trees are able to survive fire as the growing point is below ground level where it
is protected by the outer trunk. Fire will also promote flowering and blackened trunks,
topped by short skirts of leaves may have multiple flower heads rising above them. One
suggestion for gardeners is to pour smoked water into the grass tree centre to promote
flowering.
Flower spikes which can grow to 2-3 metres are magnificent; the multiple small flowers, full
of nectar, are mobbed by insects and birds.
The specimens observed by us on our walk through the paddocks, are all old giants. There
young plants would be destroyed by grazing animals - cattle, sheep and feral goats.
Grass Trees are protected in Reserves and National Parks but are at risk by clearing and
harvesting from the wild. Harvesting from the bush is regulated and legally harvested plants
will have certification. Transplanting is difficult with a high failure rate. Young, seed grown
plants can be purchased from nurseries. Just be patient.
For more pictures from my presentation, members can visit our web site.
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A Geat Find in a Local Garden

by Neil Wilson
Following Penelope’s
impressive presentation and
article, I was surprised to see
we had been driving past a
magnificent grass tree every
time we travelled to and from
town in the car. I noticed a
distinctive flower spike
developing about 3 weeks ago
but didn’t pay much attention
until the flowers began to
appear. I have never seen such
a large flower spike in
cultivation before. Check out
this remarkable specimen
growing under a Grevillea
longifolia with flowers from
leaves to top.

Armidale Bi-centennial Arboretum Report

by Patrick Laher

November 2016 – October 2017
During the last 12 months, members collected rubbish, pruned and removed dead plant
material, sprayed weeds, planted shrubs and spread mulch at the Arboretum.
Plantings of Lomandra longifolia have made great growth since the initial plantings of tubes
in 2012. Some of the later plantings in 2015 have done better than those first planted,
possibly due to less competition from mature trees and shrubs and the absence of plastic
weed matting.
The Eremophila sp continue to amaze everyone with their adaption to their hard and dry
site and their yearly beautiful flowering.
Thanks to the following members for their assistance at our working bees, Colin Wilson,
Penelope & Eric Sinclair, Andrew Kolloshe, Phil & Julia Rose, John Nevin and Patrick Laher.
Special thanks to Ray Dufty from Armidale Dumaresq Council, for the supply of mulch and
for the removal of pruning’s from the site. Ray also arranged for the clean-up of an adjacent
site which has improved the appearance of the whole area just magnificently.
Summary
2017
2016
2015
2014
Total labour hours
113.5
42.5
37
55.5
Number of working bees
10
4
5
5
Number of shrubs planted
84
56
523
32
Plants at cost
$528.5
$338.8
$990.05 $204.3
Bobcat hire
$200
Patrick Laher
Lomandra planting hire [A’dale Tree Group]
$600
Arboretum Co-ordinator
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Armidale Sunday Markets Annual Report

by Patrick Laher

November 2016 – October 2017

Plant sales this year are down on last years, but we did have three Markets where the
weather was terrible. However, it is of concern that the number of stall holders is dwindling
and it’s hard to see any improvement in the near future.
The Markets are a valuable source of contact with the public and an opportunity to increase
our profile and membership. Advice on plant species is always appreciated.
The plant display is a pleasant surprise to the public and usually each month, someone takes
a photo of a flowering plant either for ID or as a wish to purchase that plant. Thanks to John
Nevin for bringing in the flowering plants for the display board.
My Market helpers, Colin Wilson, Penelope & Eric Sinclair, John Nevin and Phil Rose have
been great value!
It also seems that attendance at St.Peters Armidale Gardens is decreasing and there is a
possibility that it may be held bi-annually.
Thanks also to the following for their help at our St.Peters Armidale Gardens stall:
Jeff & Lois Dennes, Carole Fullalove, Elwyn Hegarty, Maria Hitchcock, Colin & Glenda
Mulquiney, Barbara & John Nevin, Neil Pullar, Julia & Phil Rose, Penelope Sinclair, Deirdre
Waters, Colin Wilson, Neil Wilson.
Plant Sales Comparison Table
Month
2017
November 2016
20
December 2016
16
February 2017
27
March
21
April
27
May
20
June
16
July
24
August
42
September
30
October
60
Totals
303
St.Peters
Plant Sales
293
Combined sales
596

2016
24
21
38
32
30
26
24
48
45
37
50
375

2015
27
29
17
28
31
0
31
15
48
39
30
290

2014
27
29
44
42
42
37
26
20
40
38
37
382

376
751

338
628

249
631

Patrick Laher
Sunday Markets Co-ordinator

APS Armidale Website. http://www.aps-armidale.org.au
Our site is the repository for our presentations (not all unfortunately), newsletters and
minutes as well as many interesting articles, plant profiles and reference material.
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If you haven’t visited lately, you may be interested in having a new look. Penelope’s great
presentation (Grasstrees - I have known) is ready for viewing.

In Search of the Illusive Wedding Bush

by Neil Wilson

John Nevin found some populations of Ricinocarpos pinifolius on some of his solo trips to
Torrington over several years. He described his find as part of a great presentation called
Torrington Revisited (can be accessed at APS Armidale.org.au), and mentioned it was
originally collected in October 1911 at Torrington and had a long wait for the second
sighting by John. If we look at the distribution of this plant, we see the coastal areas are
preferred but a few isolated populations
exist. Torrington is circled.

PlantNet - FloraOnline

The Torrington populations that John found are clustered around a couple of exposed
granite outcrops with sizeable cliffs. In late August, five members (but NOT an APS trip)
embarked on a search and identify mission. We split into two walking groups and set out to
re-find this illusive plant. If not in flower, it is quite difficult to spot - even for an experienced
person, so the season is quite important.
We discovered several small areas near the locations he had previously visited but a couple
of new ones were found. On the coast it seems to grow in sheltered woodland and
sclerophyll forests, but at Torrington it seems to grow near Leionema ambiens and/or
Phebalium squamulosum subsp squamulosum (soon to be renamed) sheltered amongst
boulders. So it was with great astonishment that I stumbled upon a small population at the
top of an outcrop with significant cliffs below all around.
(below, left)
On the slopes below the
cliffs (to the right) were
several other more
sheltered groupings.
This one, between the cliff
and an isolated boulder, a
small plant (circled) can be
seen in the shadows,
growing from a crack in the
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boulder above a large, very old specimen in the ground below them. We found 5 different
isolated populations. We hope this plant will be more frost hardy than coastal plants and
introducing it into cultivation may make this plant more available to New England Area
gardeners.
We hope that material can be taken and propagated to be available in the near future.

A Visit to Long Point

by Penelope Sinclair

In August of this year Eric and I made our first visit to Long Point, in the extreme south-west
of Oxley Wild Rivers National Park and approx. 50 km from Armidale. To get there you go via
Hillgrove, either leaving the Waterfall Way on a dirt track to take in Bakers Falls enroute or
by taking the second turnoff and more direct route to Hillgrove; from Hillgrove follow the
signs to the Park and Long Point.
Our second walk after lunch was along the
Cassinia Walk which is a 1.6 km circuit with
spectacular views over the Macleay River
Gorges (see left). Further along one comes

to the masses of Casssinia, sp. growing
through the bush (right) – not flowering
when we were there so another visit is called
for.
The gem of the experience was to come upon a colony of Greenhood Orchids on the track
(below). It was magical to see these delicate blooms thrusting through the dry hard surface.
This species is Pterostylis nutans, the Nodding Greenhood, which is common in eastern
Australia and also occurs in New Zealand. There may a similar species (Pterostylis hispidula)
growing in the same areas; it is slightly smaller, reported to “nod less” and flowers earlier!
Watch your step, when walking.
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Other Group Newsletters:







The August Blandfordia (North Shore Group) has several good articles. One of them
is “Biomarkers for Armillaria root rot in Eucalypts. Johanna Wong spoke with
great enthusiasm and detail on her research work. .......... The study is of the
effects of Armillaria luteobubalina - commonly known as Australian Honey
fungus - on Eucalypts in the Cumberland Plain Woodland.”
The Hunter Valley Group has had weekend meetings at member’s gardens over
winter and their August edition shows many featured plants from one of them.
The August edition from the South East NSW Group has several interesting articles
from “Landscaping and Garden Design by Shane Doherty” to “What is in a Name For those of us interested in Australia’s native flora, an understanding of the
conventions used in scientific naming of plants can lead to a greater
appreciation......”
From the September Menai Wildflower Group - was an interesting article on:“Biological Soil Crusts in Australian Drylands. In June we were fortunate to have
David Eldridge share some of his extensive knowledge of lichens, mosses and
liverworts ......... With the aid of some good photographic images and an easy way of
imparting tricky scientific facts, .......... form a biological soil crust which is actually a
closely knit community of fungi, cyanobacteria, bacteria and the more visible
mosses, lichens and liverworts.”



The Sutherland Group (September) newsletter has “Rescuing turtles from developers
Kane Durrant from volunteer group Turtles Rescues NSW shared his lifelong passion
....................”. They also have an impressive set of links to interesting articles.


The Southern Highlands Group (September) have this intriguing article “Alan
Stephenson on orchids - story and photo by Louise Egerton.

If you weren’t an orchid hunter before listening to Alan Stephenson....you will be
now,..............”. Several garden visits with photos are also included.


The October issue of the CALGAROO (Parramatta and
Hills District) had a few good articles including a report
from an ABC Radio show, borrowed from Caleyi,
(Northern Beaches Group) on “We Finally Know what the
Single Ancestor of All Modern Flowers Looked Like”. The
original article is at:

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-08-02/what-did-the-first-flower-ever-look-like/8762860.

Other Group Newsletters are available to members through the NSW website. I can also
provide those at my disposal upon request.
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APS Conference 15-19 Jan 2018 - Grass Roots to Mountain Tops
Remember the APS Conference, to be held in Tasmania during January
APST (Australian Plants Society Tasmania, Inc.) www.apstas.org.au

FOR YOUR DIARY taken from the Minutes of the last Committee
Meeting (on our website).

Events for the remainder of the year:


21st November. AGM. It was decided that there would be no “entertainment”
following the AGM formalities. There will be a longer time available to look closely at
the flowering specimens brought in from gardens while enjoying a leisurely supper.
Members will be given the opportunity to discuss informally possible changes they
would like the Group to make for 2018 so as to satisfy more of our members e.g. a
change in meeting time and venue.



9th December. Christmas Party at the Sinclair’s, with a possible Arboretum walk to
follow. The activities will start at 10.30. Members will bring their own food and cold
drinks and some chopped fruit to add to a fruit salad. Ice cream will be provided as
will the hot water, tea and coffee.

Page 15

