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President’s Message 

Here we are in April already. 

 
John and I have recently returned from 

a Garden tour in Victoria.  Those 
gardens visited were mostly exotic but 

we were pleased to see a scattering of 
natives, especially Verbena 

bonariensis.  When I mentioned to one 

of the owners that at home it is a 
roadside weed he said that it was 

popular because of its very strong long 
stems that allow you to look through 

the plant to those behind and its very 
strong purple colour.  We even saw it 

for sale at a Diggers nursery.  

 Around Ballarat it was very windy and 
dry so the tall hedges that  

 

are used in English gardens were very 
much needed there.  John was very 

stoic when visiting the exotic gardens 
and really cheered up when we visited 

the Cranbourne Botanic Gardens (all 
natives), the Phil Johnson Garden 

(Olinda bush Garden) and the last 
garden we visited (the Garden 

Vineyard) that had an area of a formal 
garden made up of native plants.  Even 

though they need lots of rain it was 
easy to see why Victoria really is the 

garden state. 
 

On my bandwagon, I think that the 

more we encourage the general public 
to include native plants in their exotic 

gardens, they will get to love them as 
much as we do.  We just need to 

http://www.aps-armidale.org.au/
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continue to get rid of the very old ideas 

about growing native plants - education 

plus plus required. 
 

Before we went away we had the bad 
news that one of our life members, 

Jean Mott, had died on 10 February and 
several of our members were able to 

farewell Jean in Glen Innes with her 
family and many friends. 

 
While away we heard some wonderful 

news about our Warren and Gloria 
Sheather.  They have been awarded 

joint life members of APS NSW.  Their 
badges will be presented at the meeting 

being held on 26 May 2018, at Gumnut 

Community Centre, Gumnut Place, 
Cherrybrook, NSW.  Let’s all go !!!  

Warren recently indicated that they 
have sold their property and are off to 

the Blue Mountains in mid April, where 
they will be staying with family while 

they find an appropriate home in the 
Blue Mountains. 

 
We are looking forward to our Forum on 

Saturday 21 April when Carol Fullalove 
will be talking about Phil Johnson’s 

garden.  As mentioned this was one of 
the gardens we visited and it was very 

interesting.  See you there. 
 

In our last newsletter I mentioned that 
we are getting a special guest speaker 

for our Forum in September.  This will 
be on Saturday 15th September.  We 

are still working on the arrangements 
and will announce them soon. 

Thank you Neil Wilson. 
Our very diligent webmaster has 

decided not to renew his membership of 
APS NSW and we will miss him terribly 

from this and in many other helpful 

ways. 

Although this was a shock we are 

pleased to announce that we have a 
new webmaster, Eric Sinclair, and Neil 

has volunteered to help out if 
necessary. 

The webmaster puts a lot of work into 
keeping this site relevant so you are 

urged to take a peek at it from time to 
time. 

 

Barbara 

Editor’s Note:  Verbena bonariensis is 
a naturalised weed native to South 

America.  While an attractive and 
structurally decorative species, I have 

been eradicating it over the years.  

Following the Victorian Garden Tour, I 
have mellowed and will allow its 

coexistence with some genuine native 
plants. 

 

Photo Wikipedia
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Plant Labels in Nurseries                    
by John Nevin 

Over the years, I have found the 
mislabelling of plants purchased in 
nurseries a source of annoyance.  In 
some cases, the growers go to 
extraordinary lengths with their 
misnaming.  In December, while en 
route to Brisbane for the First Ashes 
Cricket Test, we did the rounds of 
several nurseries on the way back.   

At one centre, my interest was 
piqued by a name with which I was 
not familiar, on the label of a plant.  
This was Australasia buxifolia.  I had 
a close look at the plant and 
recognised it as one that I had seen 
near Lithgow while on a field trip 
with the Grevillea Study Group that 
Peter Olde had organised.  At that 
time we were looking at the real 
Grevillea rosmarinfolia where it had 
recently been rediscovered.   

 

Photo of plant label John Nevin 

 

The plant was Asterolasia buxifolia.  
This plant had originally been 
collected by Cunningham in 1834 in 
the Blue Mountains.  It was not seen 
again until Bob Makinson recorded 
it from a Reserve near Hartley in 
2000.  Until then it was thought to 
be extinct.  The plant is one of the 
lemon star bush group similar to the 
Asterolasia that we have growing at 
Torrington.  It grows to about two 
metres and likes a moist position 
along creek banks. 

Back to the story – the amazing 
thing is that it has been put into the 
nursery trade, and some one has 
gone to the trouble of printing a 
label that is “botanically incorrect” 
with a phonetic spelling, rather than 
checking for the correct botanical 
name.  Anyway, I bought one and 
hope to propagate it and get it 
growing more widely amongst our 
members.  
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Excursion to Point Lookout at New England National Park  

By Phil Rose                                          

A small group travelled on to Point 
Lookout with activities based at The 
Chalet at Banksia Point. The cabin is built 
on the edge of the escarpment and an 
outlook a few metres away has views to 
the Bellinger Valley and the eastern areas 
of the New England National Park. There 
is a constant display of birds from the 
front veranda, including the superb 
lyrebirds and it’s wise to keep food inside 
away from the resident antechinus. The 
cabin is fully equipped with kitchen, 
bathroom and beds. 

.  

There are two short and level walks 
starting at the cabin and within a short 
distance we found Eucalyptus pauciflora 
woodland with Olearia oppositifolia, 
Lomatia fraserii, L.arborescens, Banksia 
integrifolia subsp. monticola, Tasmannia 
stipitata, Gahnia sieberiana, 
Leptospermum polygalifolium subsp. 
montanum, Dianella tasmanica, Epacris 
longiflora, Comesperma and Baeckea with 
ferns and mosses.   Later in the day we 
travelled to Point Lookout which is the 
highest point in the park at 1564 metres.  

There was a clear view to the coast and 
we enjoyed the number of paved walking 
tracks around the peak. 

       

  The path to the north gives a magnificent 
view over the canopy of the Antarctic 
Beech forest, Nothofagus moorei. This 
route also leads to Weeping Rock and 
Eagles Nest which are both worthy of the 
extra effort but shortage of time meant 
these had to wait for another day. 

The track to the south also takes the 
walker to the understory of a beech forest 
filled with ferns and mosses. Further on 
we would have reached Wright’s Lookout 
and the Cascades walk, a wonderful creek 
running through forest filled with 
boulders and rainforest. 

With little effort we enjoyed a wide range 
of flora while enjoying the company of 
other members. 

Photos Photos by Maria Hitchcock



APS Armidale 2018 Winter Edition 

 

- 2 - 

 

The World War II Tank 
Traps near Ebor                                                      
by Glenda Mulquinney 

 
While visiting the New England National 
Park, our group took the opportunity to 
inspect the Ebor Tank Barrier.  The site is 
not sign posted and parking is rather 
difficult near the entrance to the site from 
Waterfall Way.  Hence, it is not as well-
known as, perhaps, it should be. 
 
In 1942, with the threat of a Japanese 
invasion, efforts were made to impede the 
possible advance inland of Japanese 
forces.  To this end, barriers were made 
on the old Grafton Road, to impede any 
such advance. 
 
A tunnel was constructed under the road 
which was “T” shaped with the top of the 
“T” running along the road.  Each end was 
packed with 1800 pounds of gelignite.  In 
the event of a Japanese advance, the 
explosives were to be detonated, leaving 
a large crater where the road had been. 
 
To complement this, further barriers were 
constructed to prevent the roadway 
crater from being bypassed.  Four rows of 
wooden posts were sunk into the ground.  
Further down the slope the ground 
became marshy, and wood was 
unsuitable. Eight concrete tetrahedrons, 
or pyramids, were built there.  These were 
set twelve inches into the ground and 
were joined together by a wire cable.  The 
concrete was mixed on site. 
The Ebor Tank Barrier was the longest and 
most expensive of all the barriers built 
during the war, and the only one still in 
existence.  The effectiveness of the 
system was never tested, but serves as a 

reminder of the peril facing Australia in 
1942, when invasion was imminent.  All 
enjoyed seeing the Tank Trap with most 
members not having seen it before  
 
                                                                                                   
The information was assisted by an article 
by Harold Heffernan in the Armidale and 
District Historical society Journal No. 49. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Photos Maria Hitchcock 
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RAMSAR Wetlands                                                          
by Maria Hitchcock 

At our February meeting the question was 
brought up about the term RAMSAR. I’ve 
done a copy and paste from several sites 
to fill you in on what it’s all about. 

RAMSAR is the oldest of the modern 
global intergovernmental environmental 
agreements. The treaty was negotiated 
through the 1960s by countries and non - 
governmental organizations concerned 
about the increasing loss and degradation 
of wetland habitat for migratory 
waterbirds. It was adopted in the Iranian 
city of Ramsar in 1971 and came into 
force in 1975.  

The Convention’s mission is “the 
conservation and wise use of all wetlands 
through local and national actions and 
international cooperation, as a 
contribution towards achieving 
sustainable development throughout the 
world”. 

Wetlands are among the most diverse and 
productive ecosystems. They provide 
essential services and supply all our fresh 
water. However they continue to be 
degraded and converted to other uses.  

The Convention uses a broad definition of 
wetlands. It includes all lakes and rivers, 
underground aquifers, swamps and 
marshes, wet grasslands, peatlands, 
oases, estuaries, deltas and tidal flats, 
mangroves and other coastal areas, coral 
reefs, and all human-made sites such as 
fish ponds, rice paddies, reservoirs and 
salt pans. 

 

 

 

Under the “three pillars” of the 
Convention, the Contracting Parties 
commit to: 

 

 

1.  work towards the wise use of all 
their wetlands; 

2. designate suitable wetlands for the 
list of Wetlands of International 
Importance (the “Ramsar List”) 
and ensure their effective 
management; 

3. cooperate internationally on 
transboundary wetlands, shared 

wetland systems and shared 
species. 

4. Australia's 65 Ramsar sites cover 
more than 8.3 million hectares, 
forming an impressive estate of 
diverse wetland types; freshwater 
and marine; permanent and 

ephemeral; in every climatic zone. 
More information on Australia's 
wetlands and the Ramsar 
Convention in Australia is available 

from www.environment.gov.au/w
etlands or the Ramsar Convention 
website at www.ramsar.org  

5.  
RAMSAR wetlands in NSW 

The Office of Environment and Heritage, 
NSW is responsible for managing the 
majority of Ramsar wetlands in NSW, 
including: Blue Lake (in Kosciuszko NP), 
Gwydir Wetlands (part only - Gwydir 
Wetlands SCA), Hunter Estuary Wetlands 

http://www.environment.gov.au/water/topics/wetlands/index.html
http://www.environment.gov.au/water/topics/wetlands/index.html
http://www.ramsar.org/
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(Kooragang component), Lake Pinaroo (in 
Sturt NP), Little Llangothlin NR, Macquarie 
Marshes (Macquarie Marshes NR 
component), Myall Lakes, Narran Lakes, 

NSW Central Murray State Forests 
(Millewa Forests and Werai Forests 
components), Paroo River Wetlands, and 
Towra Point NR. Ramsar Wetlands on 
other tenures include Fivebough and 
Tuckerbil Swamps (Crown land), Gwydir 
Wetlands (freehold land - Crinolyn, 
Windella and Godddard's Lease 
components), Hunter Estuary Wetlands 
(Hunter Wetlands Centre Australia 
component), Macquarie Marshes (Wilgara 
and U-block components), and NSW 
Central Murray State Forests (Koondrook 
Forests component). 

Little Llangothlin Nature Reserve – our 
own RAMSAR wetland 

Little Llangothlin Lagoon contains water in 
all but times of extreme drought, and the 
much shallower Billy Bung Lagoon dries 
out every 20 years or so. The occurrence 
of permanent water contributes 
significantly to the site’s ecology and 
function as a drought refuge. Lake water 
levels are supplemented by groundwater 
flows, both in the soil above the 
underlying basalt and granite, and also in 
basalt aquifers which may discharge at 
seepage areas in the local catchment.   

Lake vegetation underpins the wetlands’ 
primary production and is protected as 
the national TEC ‘upland wetlands of the 
New England Tablelands and the Monaro 
Plateau’. Remnant and recruiting patches 
of Eucalyptus nova-anglica represent the 
national TEC ‘New England peppermint 
(Eucalyptus nova-anglica) grassy 

woodlands’. At least one population of the 
nationally threatened Austral toadflax is 
supported by kangaroo grass within 
eucalypt woodland which occurs on the 
slopes adjoining Billy Bung Lagoon. 

*(TEC =Threatened Ecological 
Communities) 

At least 48 species of waterbirds utilise 
the site including eight migratory species. 
The site is used for breeding by at least 21 
waterbirds including black swan. The 
nationally threatened Australasian bittern 
has been recorded twice at the site in 
recent years and is suspected to breed 
there.  

The four wetland types at the site are 
representative of the diverse upland 
wetlands of the region. Little Llangothlin 
Lagoon and Billy Bung Lagoon are two of 
only 39 upland lakes in the New England 
Tablelands within the South-East Coast 
Drainage Division. Eighty per cent of lakes 
in the New England Tablelands have been 
seriously degraded since European 
settlement. Compared with the other 37 
upland lakes in the region, these two lakes 
are in near-natural condition as a result of 
their protection within the LLNR. (Brock et 
al. 1999) 

The number of waterbirds at Little 
Llangothlin Lagoon is known to double 
during times of drought. Also capable of 
providing refuge for migratory birds when 
droughts deplete wetlands in other 
regions of eastern Australia.  

References: https://www.ramsar.org 
https://www.environment.gov.au/system
/files/resources/31b3cd63-ecb9-4458-
b9f0-50da09a6c3c1/files/47-ecd.pdf 

https://www.ramsar.org/
https://www.environment.gov.au/system/files/resources/31b3cd63-ecb9-4458-b9f0-50da09a6c3c1/files/47-ecd.pdf
https://www.environment.gov.au/system/files/resources/31b3cd63-ecb9-4458-b9f0-50da09a6c3c1/files/47-ecd.pdf
https://www.environment.gov.au/system/files/resources/31b3cd63-ecb9-4458-b9f0-50da09a6c3c1/files/47-ecd.pdf
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Life Membership for Gloria 
and Warren Sheather                                                          
by John Nevin 

 

 
 
Our group recently nominated Gloria and 
Warren Sheather to APS NSW for Life 
Membership.  We were delighted to hear 
that the nomination has been accepted 
and they should both receive their life 
membership badges at the Annual 
General Meeting on Saturday the 26th 
May. 

The formal nomination that we submitted 
follows and outlines the tremendous 
contribution that they have both made to 
the Australian Plant Society over many 
years. 

__________________________________ 

 The Armidale and District Group of the 
Australian Plants Society NSW wish to 
nominate Warren and Gloria Sheather for 
Life Membership of the Australian Plants 
Society NSW.  
Gloria and Warren married 54 years ago 
and lived in Glenbrook in the Blue 

Mountains. Gloria had a lifelong interest 
in native plants, since primary school, and 
got Warren interested in native plants as 
well. They joined the Blue Mountains 
SGAP group and worked in the Glenbrook 
Native Plant Reserve when it was first 
established.  
On moving to Armidale they were 
foundation members of the New England 
group of SGAP when it was formed in 
August 1977. Positions that Warren held 
in the local group include Steward (at the 
inaugural meeting), seedbank officer in 
October 1977 when free native plant 
seeds were offered to the public, vice 
president and seed bank officer 1978, 
president and seed bank officer 1979, 
contributor to our book “Australian Plants 
for the Northern Tablelands of NSW” 
1980, vice president 1980, seed bank and 
propagation aids 1981, speaker and 
garden visit for 1992 State conference 
held in Armidale.  
In his work, Warren was initially in the 
PMG and later in the Navy as a civilian 
working in electronics. He followed his 
interest in native plants to become a 
ranger at the Warrumbungle National 
Park, where they lived in the Ranger’s 
house within the park. He was later 
appointed as a ranger at the New England 
National Park, living within the park, at 
Banksia Point.  
As their family grew older, they made a 
move to Armidale so as to be closer to 
schools for the children’s education. He 
took up a position as Professional Officer 
in the Department of Botany at the 
University of New England. He continued 
his association with the National Parks, 
serving on the Advisory Service.  He also 
completed an external Arts degree at UNE 
majoring in Botany. 
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At the University, Warren ran lunchtime 
teaching sessions, in a voluntary capacity, 
for the staff and students, on native plant 
propagation. He also worked with the 
UNE Administration to plant out the 
grounds with native plants, many of which 
he grew himself.  
Warren has promoted Australian plants 
continually throughout his life. He has had 
a fortnightly column in the local 
newspaper, the Armidale Express, for over 
thirty years. He has also written articles 
for the Armidale Independent, Walcha 
News and the Inverell Times. His articles 
explore species suitable for local 
conditions and give details of their natural 
distribution and growing conditions.  
He has been a regular contributor of 
articles for our Armidale & District Group 
of APS NSW, for the APS NSW Newsletter 
and for the Acacia Study Group 
Newsletter. For over twenty years, he has 
had a fortnightly half hour session on ABC 
Saturday Gardening where he answers 
questions on air and discusses the 
propagation and cultivation of native 
plants. All of this has been on a voluntary 
capacity.  
He has been a popular guest speaker for 
many groups including our APS group, the 
Armidale Tree Group (concerned with 
revegetation following the Eucalypt 
dieback of the 1970’s), U3A, New England 
Landcare groups and Gardening Society 
branches.  
He has maintained his own website 
(www.yallaroo.com.au) for over twenty 
five years, where he has over 500 items 
about Australian plants, wildlife and 
National Parks. He maintains an online 
diary about what has been happening in 
his garden, and a photography collection 
of Australian plants with a commentary on 
how to grow them.  From the gardening 

perspective, they developed a five acre 
hobby block to the west of Armidale, at 
Invergowrie, where an enormous number 
of species were planted.  This block served 
as an inspiration for those seeking to learn 
how to revegetate after the 1970’s 
Eucalyptus dieback. To restore the 
devastated ecology of the Northern 
Tablelands. 
Twenty years ago, they moved to a larger 
block, “Yallaroo” (Aboriginal for beautiful 
flowers), where they have continued to 
propagate and cultivate Australian plants. 
This garden has been visited regularly by 
many different groups from the 
community, including gardening clubs 
from across New England and North West, 
APS groups, bird watching groups, 
Naturalist groups and was visited as part 
of the 2007 New England tour as part of 
the biennial conference of ANPSA held in 
Newcastle. Warren and Gloria also 
received the Golden Spade award from 
the ABC “Gardening Australia” show by 
Peter Cundall. It has served as a practical 
demonstration of what can be achieved 
with our local flora.  
Throughout all this activity with Australian 
plants, Warren and Gloria have worked as 
a team, with Warren regularly referring to 
Gloria on his radio program, as his 
“principal research officer”. After this 
lifetime of promoting and growing 
Australian plants, they are now planning 
on a return to the Blue Mountains to be 
closer to family.  
It is our belief that they both fulfil the 
criteria for Life Membership. They have 
been most generous in sharing their 
knowledge and plants with other APS 
members and with the population in 
general.  
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They have been “Australian Plants” for 
Northern NSW for forty years, increasing 
the awareness and knowledge of 
Australian plants, fostering the growing of 
Australian plants, protecting and 
conserving Australian plants, and this has 
been at a local regional, State and 
National level. 

 

Vale Jean Mott 

By John Nevin

 

We were saddened to hear of the death of 
Jean Mott on 10th February 2018 in Glen 
Innes.  Jean was about a month short of 
94 years of age, having been born on 27th 
March, 1924. 

Her funeral was held at Cameron Uniting 
Church at Glen Innes on 19/2/18 followed 

by interment at Glen Innes cemetery.  
Several of our members were able to be 
present (Barbara and John Nevin, Maria 
Hitchcock, Penelope Sinclair and Merran 
Mclaren.  A wreath of flowers from our 
gardens was created and placed on the 
coffin. 

Jean had a long and eventful life.  She and 
her twin brother were born prematurely 
at Bendigo on 27/3/1924, where her 
father was an accountant in the 
Commonwealth Bank.  As was usual with 
bank employees in those days, there were 
lots of moves.  The family spent six years 
in Geelong and another brother was born 
in 1929. 

There was a move to Sydney in 1930, 
followed by a nine month stint in 
Newcastle, followed by a move to Cowra.  
Her mother died in 1930 while Jean was 
quite young.  She spent five years as a 
boarder at a school in Bathurst, and she 
remembered well the cold winters as they 
slept on an open verandah. 

He father had been gassed at Fromelle in 
WWI, resulting in continuing lung 
problems.  A transfer to Glen Innes was 
organised in 1938 as the climate was 
thought to be more beneficial for his 
health.  Jean attended the New England 
Girls School for two years and gained her 
Leaving Certificate. 

After leaving school, Jean went to Prince 
Henry Hospital in Sydney to do her 
nursing training.  She started this in May, 
1942, and she could recall the Japanese 
submarine attack on Sydney Harbour at 
that time and the necessity for the 
hospital to observe blackouts. 
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After her four year training, she went on 
to train as a midwife at Crown Street 
Women’s Hospital.  She especially enjoyed 
work in the operating theatre.  Following 
this, she did a stint of six months working 
at Lord Howe Island, at that time accessed 
by flying boat from Rose Bay. 

She then returned to Glen Innes Hospital, 
Inverell Hospital and was working at 
Claremont Hospital as she saved for a trip 
to the UK.  Before that occurred, she met 
her husband to be at a tennis meeting and 
they were married on 29/4/1950. 

The couple moved to the family property 
“Virginia” near Glen Innes.  Life was busy 
with the arrival of four daughters in the 
next five years.  Her interests were many, 
including cooking and gardening.  She was 
involved with many community 
organisations including Meals on Wheels, 
Landcare and the Rural Fire Service. 

Her interest in Australian Plants was long 
standing and contributed to by the many 
places in which she had lived.  She was a 
longstanding member of APS NSW and 
was behind the push to establish a branch 
of that group in Glen Innes (sponsored by 
our Armidale group).  She was 
instrumental in persuading the Glen Innes 
and Severn Councils to use Australian 
plants in public spaces around Glen Innes. 

In 2010, she received Life Membership of 
APS NSW with her badge being presented 
to her at the Standing Stones at Glen 
Innes.  Jean and the family had a 
weekender at Diggers Beach near Iluka 
and our group had several long weekends 
with her there exploring the rich local 
flora. 

Her grandchilren contributed to the 
eulogy at the funeral and made up a 
wreath of plants growing on the property  
where she and the family had lived.  They 
spoke of her as an inspring person with a 
great natural curiosity and desire to pass 
information onto her granchildren, 
particularly apsects of Australian plants. 

In her later years, she cared  for her 
parents and her husband who 
predeceased her by several years.   In 
recent years she was afflicted by 
dementia and required care at a nursing 
home in Glen Innes.  She was laid to rest 
beside her husband at Glen Innes 
cemetery. 

Jean had a long and interesting life.  She 
was very generous with her interests and 
very community minded.  We value her 
friendship over the years which we 
remember fondly.  

Jean’s Carrot Loaf 

This is one of Jean’s favourite recipes. 

2 cups grated carrots 

1.5 cups castor sugar 

0.5 teasp. mixed spice 

0.5 teasp. baking powder 

0.5 teasp. chopped walnuts 

1 cup oil 

2 cups wholemeal flour 

0.5 teasp. salt 

2 teasp. bicarbonate of soda 
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0.5 cup coconut 

0.5 cup chopped dates or raisons 

3 eggs beaten 

Combine all ingredients and mix well. 

Pour into a well greased loaf tin, 
20x10x7cm. 

Bake in moderate oven 180 degrees C for 
1.25-1.5 hours. 

 

Scoria and Pot Plants 

By Patrick Laher  

Some members would be aware that I 
have been using red 10mm scoria on and 
in my pot plants for a number of years. I 
use the scoria in the bottom of pots for 
increased drainage as most large ceramic 
pots only have one drainage hole, and I 
also use it on top of the pot to help 
prevent the potting mix from drying out 
and being blown away. The other 
advantage is that it prevents the 
disturbance of the potting mix when 
watering the pot plant. It looks pretty 
good as well. 

The scoria is very alkaline and has a ph of 
9. This hasn’t been a problem until 
recently when some new plantings started 
to look unhealthy. Upon investigation, I 
discovered that a new batch of scoria had 
had a lot of dust in it, and it had formed a 
fine film over the top of the potting mix 
and upset the ph balance of the potting 
mix. The problem was corrected with an 
application of iron chelate and I now hose 
down new scoria to remove any dust.  In 

addition to the liquid fertilizer which I use 
from September to March, I will also add 
iron chelate to the fertilizer mix in 
September, and monitor the long term 
effects of regular additions of iron chelate 
on the potted plants. 

An additional beneficial effect seems to be 
that the scoria impedes the scarab beetles 
laying into the pot plant soil and curl 
grubs have not been a problem where 
scoria has been used. 

 

Curl grubs  Photo John Nevin 

 

April Arboretum & Markets 
Report 

By Patrick Laher 

The year has started hot and dry and 
without any rain in sight. 

It was too hot for a February 
commencement at the Arboretum, but 
fortunately the temperature dropped to 
the mid 20s for our March working bee. 
This enabled us to do some serious 
pruning with saws and chain saws on 
shrubs from the original plantings. We did 
some minor watering of recent plantings 
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and we also removed hemlock from the 
adjacent grass land. 

It spite of the dry, all the Lomandra 
longifolia plantings have continued to 
flourish. 

In April, members spread mulch, sprayed 
weeds, picked up rubbish and finished 
with some minor watering. Thanks to Eric 
and Penelope Sinclair, Colin Wilson, John 
Nevin and Phil Rose. 

The heat probably discouraged many of 
the locals from attending Sunday Markets 
and the continuing dry probably also put 
off some customers from purchasing 
plants from our stall. We did sell 28 plants 
for each month which under the 
circumstances was a good result. Thanks 
to Colin Wilson, John Nevin and Phil Rose. 

Patrick Laher, Arboretum and Markets Co-
ordinator.  

 

Protected Native Plant 
Licences – NSW DEH 

By Maria Hitchcock 

At the February meeting I mentioned 
new legislation about Grower Licences. 
Here is an article I wrote for my next 
Save Our Flora Bulletin. 

Native plants are protected in New 
South Wales by the Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 2016 (BC Act).  Under 
the BC Act it is an offence to pick, 
possess, buy or sell native plants listed 
in the Act for commercial purposes 
without a licence. These include: 

•   protected plant species listed in 
Schedule 6 

•   threatened plant species listed in 
Schedule 1 

•   plants from threatened 
ecological communities listed 
in Schedule 2 

It is not an offence to pick, possess, buy 
or sell native plant species not listed as 
protected or threatened in the BC Act, 
and licences are not required. However, 
there may be restrictions on clearing 
native vegetation in rural areas under 
Part 5A of the Local Land Services Act 
2013 

or clearing native vegetation in non-
rural areas under the NSW Vegetation 
State Environmental Planning Policy 
(SEPP). 

When you need a licence 

You need a licence to pick or cultivate 
protected and threatened plant species 
for commercial purposes. 

Types of licences 

The type of licence you need to pick or 
cultivate protected or threatened plant 
species for commercial purposes 
depends on where and what you want 
to harvest. 

Each type of cut flower and whole plant 
licence has different licensing 
restrictions, tagging, monitoring and 
record-keeping requirements. 

Find out more about the different 
licence types, which licence you may 
need and how to apply: 

https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/#/view/act/2016/64
https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/#/view/act/2016/64
http://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/Policy-and-Legislation/Environment-and-Heritage/Vegetation-SEPP
http://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/Policy-and-Legislation/Environment-and-Heritage/Vegetation-SEPP
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  Cut-flower licences 

  Whole-plant licences 

To pick and/or cultivate protected and 
threatened plant species for research or 
conservation purposes you need a 
scientific licence. 

When you don’t need a licence 

The legal sourcing of plant material 
from licensed stock, or with the 
permission of the land owner is always 
required, whether you need a licence or 
not. 

You don’t need a licence to: 

•   pick, possess, buy or sell native 
plant species not listed as 
protected or threatened in the 
BC Act 

•   pick, possess, buy or sell 
protected plants cultivated as a 
hobby, rather than for a 
commercial purpose 

•   pick or possess protected plants 
if you are an Aboriginal person 
using the plants for domestic 
purposes or on Aboriginal 
lands reserved under 
the National Parks and Wildlife 
Act 1974, with permission of 
the owners 

•   pick, possess, buy or sell 
protected and threatened 
plants and cut flowers obtained 
from a licensed harvester or 
grower 

•   possess protected and 
threatened plant species 
naturally occurring on your 
property 

•   pick protected plants cultivated 
on private land if you are the 
landholder or have the consent 
of the landholder 

•   import or export protected 
plants interstate that are 
tagged as required under the 
BC Act or corresponding 
interstate laws 

•   buy, sell or possess 
manufactured articles made 
from lawfully picked protected 
plants including wood and oils. 

Management plans 

Licensing requirements for the 
commercial use of protected and 
threatened plants under the BC Act are 
detailed in wildlife trade management 
plans approved by the Australian 
Government under the Environmental 
Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999  

 

The Cut-flower Sustainable 

Management Plan 2018–22: 

protected and threatened plants in 

the cut-flower industry sets out the 

legislation and licensing requirements 

for the commercial use of protected cut 

flowers and foliage. 

The Whole Plant Sustainable 
Management Plan 2018–22: commercial 
harvest, salvage and propagation of 

protected whole plants sets out the 
legislation and licensing requirements 
for the commercial use of whole 
protected plants. 

Types of licences 

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/licences-and-permits/protected-native-plant-licences/apply-for-a-cut-flower-licence
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/licences-and-permits/protected-native-plant-licences/apply-for-a-whole-plant-licence
http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc
http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc
http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc
http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/cut-flower-sustainable-management-plan-2018-to-2022
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/cut-flower-sustainable-management-plan-2018-to-2022
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/cut-flower-sustainable-management-plan-2018-to-2022
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/cut-flower-sustainable-management-plan-2018-to-2022
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/whole-plant-sustainable-management-plan-2018-to-2022
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/whole-plant-sustainable-management-plan-2018-to-2022
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/whole-plant-sustainable-management-plan-2018-to-2022
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/whole-plant-sustainable-management-plan-2018-to-2022
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There are four types of licence for the 

commercial use of whole plants:  

•   Wild harvester licence 

•   Approved harvester licence 

•   Seed harvester licence. 

•   Grower licence. 

Each licence has different licensing 

restrictions,tagging, monitoring and 

record-keeping requirements. 

Licence application fees vary depending 

on the costs to assess, regulate and 

monitor the licensed activities. 

If you plan to undertake multiple 

activities you’ll need the relevant 

licence for each activity. If you plan to 

carry out multiple activities at the same 

location, you will most likely pay a 

single licence fee based on the activity 

with the highest fee. The term will be 

for the shortest licence. 

Grower tags are required for all 
Schedule 6, Part 2 whole plant species 
offered or displayed for retail sale under 
grower licences. 

Grower tags are printed or written by 
the grower or a professional industry 
association. The tags must be made of 
durable material and provide enough 
information to trace the product to its 
origin. Suggested details include 
species botanical name, the term 
‘plantation grown’ and the name of the 
supplier. 

When whole protected plants are sold 
in batches to the wholesale or 
landscape sectors and it is not practical 
to tag individual plants, the grower 
must provide the same information 
required for a grower tag (for example, 
species scientific name, ‘plantation 
grown’ and supplier name) to the 
buyer. Example species: Elkhorn, Grass 
trees, Palms, Orchids, Wollemi pine.  

Threatened species 

Threatened species and plants from 
threatened ecological communities, as 
listed in Schedule 1 or Schedule 2 of the 
BC Act or the Environmental 
Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 cannot be 
harvested from the wild for commercial 
use. This means you cannot harvest 
these species under a wild harvester, 
approved harvester or seed harvester 
licence. 

Threatened species may be cultivated 
under a grower licence. In this case 
applicants must be able to demonstrate 
that the parent (source/founder) 
material has been legally acquired.  The 
picking and cultivation of protected 
and threatened plant species for 
research or conservation purposes 
requires a scientific licence. 

Information about a grower licence 
can be accessed 
here:http://www.environment.nsw.gov
.au/licences-and-permits/protected-
native-plant-licences/apply-for-a-
whole-plant-licence 

For schedules of species go 
to:https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/
~/view/act/2016/63/sch1 

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/licences-and-permits/protected-native-plant-licences/apply-for-a-whole-plant-licence#tagging
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/licences-and-permits/scientific-licences
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/licences-and-permits/protected-native-plant-licences/apply-for-a-whole-plant-licence
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/licences-and-permits/protected-native-plant-licences/apply-for-a-whole-plant-licence
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/licences-and-permits/protected-native-plant-licences/apply-for-a-whole-plant-licence
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/licences-and-permits/protected-native-plant-licences/apply-for-a-whole-plant-licence
https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/~/view/act/2016/63/sch1
https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/~/view/act/2016/63/sch1
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Armidale Show 

By Patrick Laher 

Thanks to Penelope Sinclair and Maria 
Hitchcock for their contribution to the 
Native Flower and Pot Plant Section in 
this year's Armidale Show. 

My personal thanks to Eric Sinclair for 
helping me to set up my flowers and 
pot plant.  It was also pleasing to see 
that a non member had contributed a 
vase of Callistemons to this section and 
that they had actually won a First Prize. 

Hopefully in time, more people will 
contribute to this section.  The Head 
Steward, Lee Robinson, was really 
pleased that APS had sponsored two 
$25 vouchers from the Armidale Tree 
Group as prizes.  We just need to make 
sure that next year, any APS 
sponsorship is acknowledged on the 
entry form. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Penelope Sinclair’s potted Violas 

Patrick Laher’s potted Eremophila 

Maria Hitchcock’s winning Grevillea 
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Reminder of APS Activities 

 12th Fred Rogers 

Seminar on 

Goodeniaceae 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is to be held on Saturday 20th October 
and Sunday 21st October at Horsham in 
Victoria. 

Venue – Holy Trinity Lutheran College Hall 

               25 Trinity Drive, Horsham, Victoria 

Saturday –   8am to 4pm talks by top speakers 

Sunday -  8.30am to 5pm Coach tour to Local     

                  Gardens (Wartook Gardens, 
Grannes Garden andPanrock Ridge). 

Plant sales will be held throughout the 
weekend of many different species of 
Goodeniaceae. 

Registrations now open. 

Email:  fjrogersseminar2018@gmail.com 

Website:  https://apsvic.org.au/fjc-rogers-
seminar/ 

 

 

 

 

New APS Membership System 

APS has moved to a new membership system. 

Concession fees available to Pension or Health 
Care Card holders. 

Payment options are 

- Online 

- PayPal 

- Credit Card or  

- Direct deposit 

See APS NSW website for instructions 

https://www.austplants.com.au/join-

APS 

Payment can be made to APS NSW or 

payment to our Treasurer 

New Plant Prices 

The price of plants from Mole Station Native 
plant nursery will increase slightly from 1st May. 

 

              Tubes               $4  for members 

              140mm Pots    $7  for members 

    140mm Pots    $9 for non members 

These prices remain very reasonable and we 
thank Mole Station Nursery for their generosity. 

mailto:fjrogersseminar2018@gmail.com
https://www.austplants.com.au/join-APS
https://www.austplants.com.au/join-APS
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FOR YOUR DIARY 

April     Friday 13th 2pm  Committee Meetin Venue Sinclairs 

                  Saturday 21st 2pm  Forum at ASCA House 

                 Carole Fullalove talking about Phillip Johnson’s garden in the Dandenongs.  Phillip  

                is a past winner of a section at the Chelsea Flower Show. 

                 Sunday 29th    Markets in the Mall 

May     Saturday 5th 1pm Arboretum Working Bee 

             Saturday 19th 1pm Garden Visits Colin Wilson at Arding & Patrick Laher at Uralla 

                 Sunday 27th   Markets in the Mall 

June    Saturday 2nd 1pm  Arboretum Working Bee 

                Sunday 24th Markets in the Mall 

                                      Solstice Luncheon at Grand hotel at 1pm. 

July     Saturday 7th at 1pm Arboretum Working Bee 

                Sunday 29th Markets in the Mall 

August Saturday 4th at 1pm Arboretum Working Bee 

                  Friday 10th at 2pm Committee Meeting (Venue to be advised) 

                  Saturday 18th at 2pm Forum at ASCA House 

                  Jane Pickard “Creating beautiful, biodiverse habitats that  provide delicious food”  

                 Sunday 26th Markets in the Mall 

September Saturday 1st at 1pm Arboretum Working Bee 

                            Sunday 2nd at 1pm Wattle Day Luncheon at the Grand Hotel 

                            Friday 7th at 2pm Committee Meeting (venue to be advised) 



APS Armidale 2018 Winter Edition 

 

- 16 - 

 

                             Saturday 15th Forum – Ben Walcott, Leader of Garden Design Study Group,  

                                                                    on Garden Design using Australian Native Plants. 

                             Sunday 16th  Garden visits with Ben Walcott 

                             Sunday 30th  Markets in the Mall 

October       Saturday 6th at 1pm  Arboretum Working Bee 

                             Weekend 20th/21st  Mole Station Weekend      

                                                        Field trip Saturday, pick up plants Sunday. 

                             Sunday 28th   Markets in the Mall  

November  Weekend 3rd/4th  St Peters Open Garden 

                             Friday 9th at 2pm  Committee meeting (venue to be advised) 

                             Saturday 17th at 2pm  AGM at ASCA House + plant discussions from display 

                             Sunday 25th  Markets in the Mall 

December  Saturday 8th at 11am  Christmas Party and plant swap 

                           Tuesday 11th at 3pm  Planning Meeting for 2019  at the Tree Group 
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