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President’s report 

 

 
 

During 2018, the Society, which includes the state 
office and district groups, improved its financial 
position and made an overall profit of $19,898 
compared with a loss of $25,301 the previous year. 
The profit was in part due to the strong financial 
positions of a number of district groups as well as 
reduced state office costs. Despite the continued 
efforts of the Board to reduce costs and turn a 
profit, the state office incurred a loss of $3,609, still 
a vast improvement on the $14,397 loss the 
previous year.  

Membership remained relatively steady this year 
with 1,008 memberships, consisting of 1,323 
members. This consisted of 1,003 financial 
memberships and 5 memberships whose renewals 
were due in December but had not yet been 
received.  

It is encouraging to see an increase in people using 
the online subscription for Australian Plants and 
for people joining the Society and for members 
renewing their memberships. This should reduce 
the workload of the District Group treasurers in 
processing membership renewals. 

 

The Society’s association with the book-keeping 
firm, Accounting for Good (AfG), has resulted in a 
very efficient and streamlined handling of our 
finances. To provide a clearer view of actual 
finances each year, AfG has adopted  a cash rather 
than an accrual basis of accounting as used in 
previous years. This means that only income 
received and payments made during the financial 
year are considered. For example, the payment of 
a three-year membership is included in the 
financial year it is received. With more members 
taking up the three-year membership option, this 
will be reflected in reduced membership revenue in 
future years.  

A summary of the Society’s financial position is 
reported in the Directors’ report, as well as the 
financial statements on page 21.  

The Society’s overall equity position improved to 
$1,098,374 in 2018 compared to $1,084,078 in 
2017. The major contributor to this improvement, 
apart from general operating improvements, was 
that no major strategic investments were made 
this year at State level. 

Congratulations to Warren and Gloria Sheather, 
Armidale and District Group and Angela Speering, 
Newcastle Group, who were awarded Life 
Membership of APS NSW at the 2018 AGM. Life 
Membership is the highest accolade that the 
Society can award its members in recognition of 
their tireless contributions to the Society and its 
objectives over many years. Warren, Gloria and 
Angela are worthy recipients of this award. 
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Graham Fry, delegate for the East Hills Group, 
joined the Board in February and his enthusiasm, 
wisdom and experience have been warmly 
welcomed by all Board members.   

The Board has been committed to improving 
procedures and for promoting the Society and the 
Board papers and updates can be viewed by 
members on the members’ section of the APS 
NSW website.  

The 18 district groups continued to offer strong 
and varied activities for members. The Board is 
most appreciative of the efforts of the groups in 
promoting the Society and its objectives within 
their local communities. 

The quarterly gatherings continue to be popular 
with 60-80 members and visitors attending each 
event. These events could not take place without 
the support of the groups who host them. On 
behalf of the Society, I would like to thank the 
members of the Parramatta-Hills, East Hills and 
Sutherland groups for hosting the four gatherings 
this year and a special thanks to the Sutherland 
group which hosted two of them. Unfortunately, 
no group was able to host the very popular 
weekend gathering at which a dinner for Group 
Presidents is organised, providing an ideal 
opportunity to discuss matters pertaining to the 
Society.  Instead, this year a morning workshop 
was organised in conjunction with the November 
gathering to discuss the successes and challenges 
at both the state and group levels. Eleven groups 
were represented and all delegates provided 
valuable and insightful contributions. An excellent 
and concise summary of the Presidents’ Workshop 
can be viewed in the members’ section of the APS 
NSW website. 

 

 

In January 2018, APS Tasmania hosted the 
Australian Native Plants Society (Australia) 
Biennial Conference in Hobart. A large contingent 
of members from NSW attended the highly 
successful conference. NSW members were 
delighted to hear that Alex Floyd, Coffs Harbour 
Group, was awarded the Australian Plants Award 
(Professional Category) 2018, which is the highest 
accolade that the National Body can confer on any 
individual. Unfortunately Alex was unable to 
attend the Conference and was instead given his 
award at a special ceremony held by the Coffs 
Harbour group in August 2018. 

APS NSW is responsible for organising the 2021 
ANPSA Biennial conference. Preliminary planning 
is well underway and Heather Miles, APS NSW 
Honorary Secretary and Director, has agreed to be 
the Conference convenor. A paper listing initial 
ideas for the Conference can be viewed on the 
members’ site of the APS NSW website. It is 
heartening that a number of members have 
already offered to assist the organising committee 
to ensure a successful conference in 2021.  

John Aitken 
President 
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Our performance at a glance 

In 2018, Australian Plants Society (APS) NSW had: 

• 18 active district groups 

• 1,008 memberships and 1,323 individual members, a relatively stable result year on year 

• nearly 260 members who actively volunteer in APS activities 

• 3 quarterly gatherings hosted by East Hills, Parra/Hills and Sutherland district groups and a get 

together hosted by Sutherland 

• 1 workshop of district groups and board members, attended by 11 district groups 

• 790 activities in total held by district groups, of which 35% were open to non-members, including: 

o 144 talks  

o 163 bush walks 

o 52 garden visits 

o 20 district group trips away involving overnight stays 

o nearly 200 on-ground conservation activities and 6 submissions on issues affecting Australian 

plants 

o 208 activities involving propagation and planting of Australian plants 

o 31 community events with active participation by district groups 

• life memberships – Warren and Gloria Sheather and Angela Speering 

• $19,898 profit versus a loss of $25,301 in 2017 as a result of operational improvements introduced over 

the last two years 
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Our people 

Membership  
The online membership system has now been 
operating for 16 months, resulting in benefits to 
individual members and administratively.  
Members can amend their own information and 
pay online.  Reminders and receipts are sent 
automatically to those with valid email addresses, 
reducing the workload for the state and group 
membership officers.  Only a small number of 
members are now paying through their district 
group.   

District groups receive lists of their members 
monthly with new members and payments within 
the previous month and renewal dates highlighted. 

The website attracts people seeking information 
on native plants and the availability of the online 
application is encouraging enquirers to join.  This 
includes a number of people who were members in 
the past, even decades ago.  189 persons joined or 
re-joined during the year from 155 memberships.  
This compares with around 110 – 120 memberships 
in recent years. 

The number of fully financial members at 31 
December was 1,323 in 2018, compared too 1,315 
in 2017 with the number of memberships 
increasing to 1,008 from 993.  These numbers do 
not include those whose renewal date was prior to 
31 December but paid after that date. A number of 
members, including new members, are taking the 
option of a three-year membership. 

Activities and volunteers 
This year, District Groups continued their 
extraordinary commitment to conducting over 790 

engaging, vibrant and informative activities for 
members and the community. These included 
garden visits, bushwalks, talks on native plants, 
propagation workshops, native plant sales, 
member-run nurseries, field trips and weekends 
away.  

Quarterly gatherings  
We held four events hosted by Sutherland, 
Parramatta and Hills and East Hills each attracting 
60 to 80 members and visitors. We enjoyed 
fascinating talks and garden visits: 

• Geoff Doret, Greenweb Officer for Sutherland 
Council, on creating habitats in home gardens 

• Peter Olde, leader of the Grevillea Study 
Group, on the genetics of grevilleas and hakeas 

• Alan Fairley, on rare plants of Greater Sydney  

• Lawrie Smith AM on designing with Australian 
natives  

• Garden visits included the 2-hectare native 
garden of Ian Cox, full of banksias, scribbly 
gums, grevilleas, boronias and flannel flowers, 
Sylvan Grove Native Garden with over 1500 
species of native plants, the elegantly designed 
garden of Joan Zande, full of lillypillies, 
eremophilas and a touch of Japanese maples.  

Conservation 
The Nature Conservation Council (NCC) is the 
umbrella group for over 150 NSW environmental 
community groups. It forms policy for protecting 
the environment, keeps members informed of 
threats and successes for the environment and 
runs community forums and workshops in the 
regions. It trains community campaigners, for 
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example, to mobilise for the Sydney Marine Park 
and for clean energy in the state.   

Its advocacy for the environment and winning two 
court cases were good for the environment. 
However, the NCC aims to be financially 
independent by 2020 owing to the “government’s 
continuing hostility to environmental advocacy” 
(NCC 2018 Annual Report).  

Examples of recently reduced environmental 
protections are the Kosciuszko Wild Horse 
Heritage Act 2018 which threatens 31 species and 
ecological communities; the clearing of over 5000 
hectares of koala habitat in the state’s northwest; 
and the Integrated Forestry Operations Approvals 
which will intensify logging, reduce stream buffers 
and erode environmental protections. 

The NCC will work to put Nature on the 2019 
election agenda. Its ten-point platform includes 
protecting in law the green urban spaces and trees, 
restoring habitat and ecosystems, ending native 
forest clearing, supporting National Parks and 
Wildlife Service by restoring its funding and level 
of staff expertise and hopefully ending destructive 
activities in national parks.  

Margery Street is the APS NSW delegate to NCC.  

Update from Conservation Officer, Dan Clarke 
Progress continued on the Prostanthera densa 
project with two surveys carried out at 
Helensburgh where the population has not been 
documented. 170 plants were recorded in detail in 
two sub-populations. A report was issued to NSW 
Office of Environment and Heritage for the Saving 
our Species Project. Preparations were made 
regarding translocations of propagated plants into 
the field, in conjunction with Sutherland Shire 
Council and NSW Office of Environment and 
Heritage. This work will continue through 2019.  

The Conservation Officer presented to Northern 
Beaches and Menai groups during the year, on 
threatened species in their local areas to be 
managed under the Saving Our Species Project. 
Plans have been made to conduct voluntary 
surveys for species such as Prostanthera marifolia 
at Manly Dam with the Northern Beaches Group. 

In addition, a response to the draft Plan of 
Management for the Australian Nuclear Science 
and Technology Organisation Bushland Perimeter 
Zone at Lucas Heights in Sutherland Shire was 
developed.  

Life membership awards 
This year, we were delighted to award life 
memberships to Warren and Gloria Sheather, 
formerly of Armidale and District and Angela 
Speering, Newcastle Group.  

Warren and Gloria are long term members of the 
Society, first Blue Mountains, then Armidale and 
now back to the Blue Mountains. Warren has held 
multiple positions over the last 30 years including 
at the Department of Botany at the University of 
New England. Warren and Gloria have continually 
promoted Australian plants, contributed articles to 
newspapers and newsletters, hosted radio shows, 
been guest speakers, and run their own website as 
well as developed 300+ plant profiles now found on 
our website. 

Angela and her late husband, Geoff, joined the 
Society in 1975. Angela and Geoff have been active 
contributors to Newcastle Group over many years, 
as plant propagators, holders of committee 
positions, organising conferences and events and 
teaching propagation. Angela leads the Wetlands 
Nursery propagation and management team. The 
nursery provides valuable funds to the District 
Group and offers a wide range of plants to the 
Australian community, the Hunter Region Botanic 
Gardens and the Australian Flora Foundation. 
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Promotion and knowledge 

2021 ANPSA Biennial Conference 
Planning has kicked off for the 2021 ANPSA 
Conference, which APS NSW is hosting. A core 
committee has been established with a broader 
group of volunteers being engaged. Initial ideas for 
the conference are: 

• To be held Monday, 13 September to Friday 17 
September 2021, with pre- and post- tours 
around those dates 

• On the south coast  

• A theme of: Australian flora - Past, present and 
future. i.e. pre-1788, 1788 to now, and the next 
30 to 50 years.  

• Open to members and non-members (a higher 
fee for non-members)  

• A focus on taking action, both individual and 
collective.  

If members would like to assist with the 
conference, please contact the Honorary 
Secretary, Heather Miles.  

Increased communication to members  
The website implemented last year means we can 
send timely and informative emails direct to 
members, highlighting upcoming events, 
information and stories. Our email records are in 
good shape, thanks to the tireless efforts of Merle 
Thompson, the Membership Officer, and Group 
Membership Officers. Only a small number of 
members now have no email access and these 
members are supported by their District Groups 
with hard copies as required. 

Promotion to the public 
The Royal Easter Show was a great success again 
this year, attracting much interest from the public. 
It was organised and managed by a group of 
dedicated volunteers, led by Leonie Hogue of 
Sutherland Group.  The displays were well staffed 
by volunteers with strong sales of waratahs and 
paper daisy seeds.  
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Systems and processes 

Changes to governance 
This year, changes were made to the 
Memorandum and Articles of Association and 
adopted at the Special General Meeting in March 
2018: The changes were: 

• Reduction in number of titled office bearer 
positions on the Council to make it easier to fill 
positions and flex positions as needs change 

• Appointment by Council of members to 
perform certain roles as required 

• Increase in the number of years a member can 
hold the position of President to a maximum of 
six years 

• Change in how office-bearer positions are filled 
whereby nominations must be received 14 days 
in advance of the Annual General Meeting. This 
provides ample time for each party to assess 
whether the nomination makes sense 

• Changing the quorum necessary for Council 
business from seven to 50% of office bearers.  

Board review 
In October, the Board reviewed its performance, 
focusing on the future, determining collective 
strengths, agreeing new skills and behaviours 
required and identifying additional support and 
resources required.  

The Board agreed to take the following actions:  

• Improve communication and enhance 
relationships with district groups and members 
by sharing more about what the Board does, 
enhancing events, increasing email 

communication and reaching out to new 
members.  

• Ensure the Biennial Conference is successful by 
starting planning now 

• Recruit more people to assist in running the 
Society  

• Build Board members’ skills particularly in 
financial management, risk and governance.  

Presidents’ workshop recommendations 
At the November Presidents’ Workshop, Board 
members and 11 District Groups shared their 
achievements for the year and the challenges 
being faced. Groups reported that they were 
adapting their activities to both ageing and new 
members and are adopting different committee 
structures and leadership models. The Board 
shared the challenge of running the organisation 
and implementing the strategy with a declining 
cadre of Board members and volunteers.  

It was agreed to implement the following 
recommendations over the next 12 months: 

• Improving communication between the Board 
and groups 

• Moving to an online version of the hard copy 
Native Plants for NSW 

• Developing a 5-year calendar where groups 
could commit to hosting events and plan 
appropriately for it 

• Planning and adequately resourcing the 
upcoming 2021 ANPSA Biennial Conference 
appropriately.  
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2018 district group highlights 

Armidale and District 

Special Spring forum 

We decided that for our September activity we 
would make a major effort and invite the public to 
join us in a celebration of Spring. We advertised 
widely. There was a free talk on the Saturday by 
Ben Walcott on garden design using Australian 
native plants. We were pleasantly surprised to 
have 95 people register, coming from as far away 
as Canberra, up to the Queensland border, from 
the Western Plains and over to the coast. It was a 
great talk followed by afternoon tea and animated 
discussions. 

We followed on Sunday by having four gardens 
open for participants to visit. The gardens created 
a lot of interest and displayed well despite the very 
hard dry winter Armidale had experienced. We 
now have a couple of new members as a result. 

 

Photo: St Peters open garden weekend 

St Peters open garden weekend 

This is an annual event and we endeavour to 
provide a garden with native plants to include on 

the program of open gardens. This is also our 
major fund raising event with the proceeds going 
to providing plants for inclusion in the native 
section we manage at the Armidale Arboretum. 
Patrick Laher had his Uralla garden open, a very 
impressive garden on a small town block. 380 
people visited the garden over the weekend and 
we sold 378 plants sourced from the Mole Station 
Native Nursery. 

Blue Mountains  

We had another interesting year with 14 different 
activities.  

On a hot January day we enjoyed the first of our 
bus trips to Hassan’s Walls, with a second trip to 
Mount Annan Botanic Gardens, the latter with so 
much interesting Australian flora that it’s 
becoming a regular feature on our program. 

On three occasions we displayed Australian native 
plants at fairs—with one of these being our most 
financially successful Spring native plant fair at 
Glenbrook Native Plant Reserve which we 
maintain. As usual we participated in the 
Glenbrook Festival, another great success and 
finally, the Leura Gardens Festival a fundraiser for 
the local public hospital where we are the only 
sellers of native plants. 

Our weekend away was to Shoalhaven Heads. We 
took a different approach this year connecting 
with locals who kindly showed us through the 
Berry Public School Nursery, an impressive 
building constructed with funds by a road building 
firm; Mark Radium Park in Berry; the delightful and 
well designed Shoalhaven Heads Native Botanic 
Garden which showcases native plants from across 
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Australia thanks to the initiative of local 
volunteers; and Moeyan Hill, a successful bush 
regeneration site. 

We also ran our second Australian native plant 
morphology course. The need for this type of 
course was evidenced by the fact that we had two 
Sydney siders join up along with members of 
Wildplant Rescue. 

 
Photo: Members of the Blue Mountains Group 

 
Central Coast  

2018 has been a busy and successful year.  At the 
end of 2017, our membership numbers were 
decreasing; however by the end of 2018 we had 
gained a number of new members. 

At our AGM in March we faced some gaps in our 
elected officer positions, most notably our 
program officer.  This left us without guest 
speakers for two meetings. We met this challenge 
by changing the format of these meetings, to 
include sessions of interactive member 
participation, focusing on particular plant species.  
Reaction was positive, and we will continue with it. 

Another innovation was the introduction of a 
welcome letter aimed at new members, explaining 
our structure and how we function.  This letter is 
attached to a set of our fact sheets.  Again, the 
reaction has been positive. We also distributed fact 

sheets to local garden clubs, one of which 
requested a speaker. 

In addition, we trialed a new meeting time format, 
increasing Saturday afternoon meetings to 6 and 
decreasing Friday evening meetings to 4.  
Members have voted to retain this new format. 

Members participated in a number of areas: the 
ANSPA Conference in Hobart, NSW AGM and 
gatherings, and the Royal Easter Show, and we 
sold plants at several community events. Our bus 
trip to the Illawarra Grevillea Park was a highlight. 
Regular bushwalks are well attended and enjoyed. 

 

Photo: Avondale College bushwalk 

 
Coffs Harbour 

It was unfortunate that Alex Floyd could not be in 
Hobart during the ANSPA Conference to receive 
his Australian Plants Award (Professional 
Category) 2018 but it did allow nearly 80 people –  
principally from our group, together with Friends 
of the North Coast Regional Botanical Garden 
(NCRBG) – to join in the celebration on  1 August 
when our President, Alison Moore presented Alex 
with his medallion. Along with Council 
representatives, many of Alex’s friends including 
Barry Kemp, Gwen Harden, Bill McDonald, Hugh 
and Nan Nicholson and Lyn Rees were present. We 
also had the best wishes of APS NSW President 
John Aitken who could not be there. 
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It is a remarkable testament to Alex’s spirit that 
even into his 90s, he still is a regular volunteer in 
the herbarium and seed bank at the NCRBG and is 
so warmly held in the affections of the whole 
volunteer community in the Garden, as well as the 
members of the APS. 

 

Photo: Life member, Alex Floyd 

Indeed the work done by Alex, as well as Barry 
Kemp and many other members of the APS who 
volunteer in a variety of capacities at the Garden 
has led to a concerted effort by the Coffs Harbour 
group, under the leadership of our then President, 
Alison Moore, to bring the two groups – the 
Friends of the Garden and the APS – into a closer 
relationship. It was felt that we had both a great 
deal to offer each other. The links are informal but 
include a great deal of cross membership at both 
the volunteering level as well as membership of 
the two management Committees. We look 
forward to the rewards for both groups becoming 
apparent in 2019. 

East Hills 

Our group hosted the September quarterly 
gathering. It started in the morning when around 
30 APS members and friends went on a guided 
tour of the Sylvan Grove garden. The gardens were 
at their best with much in flower particularly the 
rock orchids and our guests were highly impressed. 
The gardens are a credit to the curator and 

Canterbury-Bankstown Council and it is a pity that 
more people are not aware of them.  

The meeting then took place in our regular venue, 
the Lugarno-Peakhurst Uniting Church hall at 
Lugarno. We had organized the guest speaker, 
Alan Fairley, who is well known as an author of 
over 50 books but probably best known for the 
book he joint authored with Phillip Moore, Native 
Plants of the Sydney Region. Alan spoke about 150 
rare and unusual plants of the Sydney area. His 
presentation was well received and was followed 
by a long question time and then some members 
who had copies of one of more of Alan’s books had 
him sign them. The meeting finished off with 
delicious refreshments prepared by East Hills 
group members. 

 

Photo: Jim Mackey, Sylvan Grove curator shows 
members around the gardens 

Hunter Valley 

The first feature of the year, delayed for one 
month due to heavy rain forcing cancellation of the 
March meeting, was a presentation by Anne 
Heinrich on the sub-Alpine flora of Barrington 
Tops. Anne reported on a survey she conducted in 
conjunction with Bill Dowling, to document the 
rare and endangered species of this area, and her 
accompanying Field Guide to the Sub-alpine flora of 
Barrington Tops NSW. 
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For June we visited the neighboring homes and 
gardens of Heather Miles and native flower 
grower, Ah Moi Tharmarajah, high up at Cranky 
Corner. After guided tours of the native flower 
beds, members went on a walk into a rainforest 
gulley, where the flora contrasts markedly with 
that on the exposed hillsides around the houses. 

During September the group was present at two 
regional field days, the Bushland Bioblitz at 
Kitchener, and the Maitland 200 event. We had a 
new banner constructed largely by Mark Abell that 
we displayed at both events, along with a selection 
of plants propagated by our members and 
promotional and informational literature.  

 

Photo: Kitchener Bioblitz 

In advance of the Maitland 200 event, the Hunter 
group combined with the Mindaribba Local 
Aboriginal Land Council - planting some of the 
original rainforest species at the MLALC 
headquarters in East Maitland.  For the event itself, 
we featured a display of indigenous plants likely to 
have been grown around Maitland 200 years ago 
when Europeans first moved in, along with an 
audio-visual display put together by Michael 
Belcher. 

Menai 

Despite being a relatively small group in APS NSW, 
we have met the core objectives of our parent 
body in 2018.  As well as carrying forward our 

regular activities in our community, we have been 
visible partners in conservation efforts on a larger 
stage. 

The group has supplied specific native plants to the 
Big Island project and several intrepid members of 
the group have had the thrill of mastering the quite 
difficult access to plant out 3,000 Lomandra to re-
establish suitable habitat for native seabirds, 
including the Little Penguin.  

 

Photo: Landing at Five Islands with Lomandra 

We have grown some 6,000 tubes of Casuarina for 
the Office of Environment and Heritage’s Save Our 
Species project, Glossies in the Mist, to provide a 
safe corridor in the Southern Highlands for black 
cockatoos to move between the coast and the Blue 
Mountains. 

We have provided a $2,000 grant to UNSW to 
research the dormancy/germination of the pink 
flannel flower after raising it in our own nurseries.  

The research should help us to understand what it 
will take to bring this intriguing plant to more 
enthusiasts, whilst keeping us in touch with the 
science of plant growing. 

Our group supplies plants for sale locally and also 
to Illawarra Grevillea Park open days and regional 
meetings. 

All this involvement has been made possible 
because of the efforts of our members who 
volunteer their time and expertise at the Suez (Tip) 
nursery at Lucas Heights and at the Illawong RFS 
compound.  They raise the seedlings and cuttings 
we need to keep our Menai Wildflower Group in 
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the public eye and to keep our other members and 
visitors interested in growing more native plants. 
The funds raised through plant sales allow us to 
develop our facilities and the services we offer to 
the community. 

 

Photo: Suez Nursery Lucas Heights 

New members have been attracted to the group as 
a result of these activities. 

Our decision to share meeting tasks such as acting 
as chairperson, introducing a new or favourite 
plant, selling tubestock, introducing the guest 
speaker and writing up that talk has been a 
success.  Eventually we will need an elected 
president again, to take on a true leadership role, 
but at the moment we are able to keep the ship 
afloat.   

To help bring in the younger generation, we are 
making occasions to welcome families to special 
activities such as Christmas barbecues and 
mentoring Scouts working towards Gardener 
badges.  We have experienced a slight increase in 
membership numbers. We are hoping that our 
move to holding more daylight meetings will prove 
popular. 

We have a great group of plant lovers who 
continue to enjoy learning more in a friendly, social 
environment at the local level. 

Newcastle 

It was another year packed with activities – a range 
of excellent speakers, weekend and mid-week 
outings, the “Thursday Mob” were busy on the 
propagation front with plants produced for two 
plant sale days – one in Autumn and another in 
Spring. The Spring plant sale was particularly 
successful and was almost a “sell out” with over 
2,000 plants sold on the day.  This result is even 
more impressive when one considers that all of the 
plants were grown by our propagation team.  

Angela Speering who leads the propagation team 
was honored with the award of APS Life Member. 

 

Photo: Spring plant sales 

North Shore  

September trip to Wollongong 

Eleven members went on this road trip to see the 
local vegetation.  Using Fairy Meadow as a base, 
we visited the following places. 

Day 1: North Shore to Bald Hill, Stanwell Tops; 
Illawarra Escarpment SCA’s Mt Keira Lookout with 
views across the Illawarra plain, Mt Keira Scout 
Camp with one of the most intact areas of Illawarra 
Escarpment Subtropical Rainforest in Illawarra and 
Robertson Lookout with views down past Figtree. 
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Day2: Buderoo National Park’s Minnamurra 
Rainforest Centre (with its adjoining lowland dry 
rainforest, subtropical rainforest and warm 
temperate rainforest) and Jambero Lookout with 
views across to the coast; Barren Grounds Nature 
Reserve where we walked through sandstone 
heathland and woodland to Illawarra Lookout.  

 

Photo: Minnamurra Falls 

Day 3: Guided tour of the native plant collection 
and propagation area of Wollongong Botanic 
Garden; Bass Point Reserve at Shell Cove where 
we walked through one of the few littoral 
rainforest areas in Illawarra; Killalea State Park at 
Shell Cove where we saw a heavy weed infestation 
(mainly lantana) of old farmland on volcanic soil. 

Day 4: Macquarie Pass National Park’s Cascades 
walk through rainforest and tall eucalypt forest; 
Robertson Nature Reserve (a tiny remnant of cool-
warm temperate rainforest); Norton National 
Park’s Belmore Falls; return to the North Shore via 
Bowral and Mittagong.  

The highlight of the trip was seeing a ground 
parrot in Barren Grounds Nature reserve while the 
most disappointing thing was the heavy weed 
infestation (mainly lantana) in Killalea State Park. 

Ku-ring-gai Wildflower Garden display 

We have held a wildflower display at KWG since 
1995. Every week, between February and mid-

December, 2 or 3 members collect material from 
plants in flower throughout the garden. The 
flowers are identified and then placed on a display 
stand, with their names, at the visitor’s centre. In 
this way visitors to the garden can see what is in 
flower on the day that they visit. 

Flowering records are available for 240 species 
collected from the garden, some of which are 
planted. Rare and endangered species are not 
collected and neither are the flowers of plants like 
Hibbertia and Patersonia, that don’t last on display. 

 
Northern Beaches 

Our highlight was the Spring festival at Stony 
Range. This annual event always attracts a huge 
number of visitors and allows us to promote our 
native flora. Many members of our group give up 
their day, some even an extra ‘set up’ day, and in 
this combined effort we beautifully display what 
we love and care for so much. The event 
also strengthens our group connections. This year 
was no exception in achieving our goal. The good 
weather did help and our cheerful mood too. 

Another highlight was the Warriewood Wetlands 
walk in March. Seven of our group walked in the 
26-hectare area, the largest remaining Sand Plain 
Wetland in northern Sydney. The walk went 
through the three endangered ecological 
communities: Coastal Rainforest, Sand Plain 
Wetland and Swamp Mahogany Forest. Long 
sections are boardwalks and the shade is 
also present, which was welcomed on the sunny 
day. Many plant species were encountered and the 
longer than usual walk ended with a seafood lunch 
at a local fish restaurant with beautiful views over 
Narrabeen Lagoon. 

Our last highlight was having our group rules 
finally approved. Bureaucratic stuff is rarely fun, 
but getting it sorted and ticked off makes things 
clear and helps in the future.  
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Photo: Warriewood Wetlands 

Nowra  

Nowra’s annual fund raising event is a plant stall at 
the Berry Garden Festival.  For many years we have 
had native plants on consignment but for the past 
two years we have encouraged members to also 
grow plants.  This year Xerochrysum flowers were 
used to make gorgeous baskets that proved very 
popular with visitors. Member's support was well 
rewarded as the stall proved very financially 
successful this year in spite of the mud!  

A propagation day to cultivate plants for sale at 
the Berry Garden Festival as well as our own 
gardens was well attended at the new propagation 
unit at Berry Primary School. A second 
propagation day included a demonstration of plant 
division. 

We visited Williga Park for the sculptures on 
display as part of ‘Sculptures on Clyde’.  It’s an 
equine facility on a large property featuring plants 
native to the local region in its carefully planned 
gardens. Surrounded by native woodland the 
development of the garden design has added over 
11,000 trees and shrubs with reservoir and pools 
that reticulate into the gardens. The property is 
open several times a year to the community. 

This year we trialed running of our group without a 
president or secretary.  We have a hard working 
program coordinator, a new enthusiastic 
newsletter editor and a committed treasurer. Our 

ten evening meetings are now chaired by different 
members each month and have become more 
informal and social.  2018 has been a successful 
one both functionally and financially. 

The major decisions unofficially still fall to a few 
members but with emails enabling discussions and 
then delegation of tasks the feeling of a 
cooperative of members is giving Nowra group a 
buzz. It is a quiet native bee buzz, not a noisy 
honey bee buzz. 

 

Photo: Demonstration of plant division 

Parramatta Hills  

The Parra Hills group has always excelled in 
propagating native plants and in 2018 we 
expanded our activities in this area. We conducted 
stalls at the North Rocks Shopping Centre in July 
and returned to the Samuel Gilbert Primary School 
Fete in August. The Fete had a lay year in 2017 and 
it was great to see it back in action in 2018. Native 
cut flower bunches and propagation samples are 
always big hits and no different in 2018. We were 
also able to publicise our group and the work of 
APS in general.  

Earlier in the year our group hosted one of APS 
NSW Gatherings at Gumnut Hall. As usual this was 
a great success and the combination of NSW and 
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local input worked seamlessly. It was a pleasure to 
assist APS NSW in these popular events. 

In October Parra Hills organised a bushwalk along 
Charles Darwin’s Walk to Wentworth Falls. 
Members and visitors participated. The walk 
follows the beautiful Jamison Creek south, arriving 
at the top of Wentworth Falls. Walkers can enjoy 
the beauty of the creek as it cascades down the 
frequent small waterfalls. The top of Wentworth 
Falls is fantastic spot to rest, taking in wonderful 
views of the Jamison Valley and water tumbling 
over the cliffs. Well managed and signposted, this 
track has bridges and boardwalk to help keep 
walker’s feet dry. It is a great walk for those visiting 
Wentworth Falls by public transport. 

 

Photo: Charles Darwin Walk, Wentworth Falls 

South East  

Each of our activities takes place over a full day, 
with morning talks followed by afternoon 
meanders or garden visits. A common activity at 
each meeting is the presentation by members of 
plants that are flowering in their gardens.  The 
benefit of this is that members learn what can be 
grown locally, and often given the opportunity to 
take specimens home from which to propagate. 

 

Photo: South East members’ picnic at Durras Lake 

We are lucky to have among our membership 
members who have specific skills, and are able to 
pass their knowledge to others to benefit from.  
One meeting involved retired Geologist Ralph Vine 
explaining the creation of soil from rock minerals, 
illustrating the volcanic action that creates granite. 
Ralph also explained how natural processes erode 
this rock over time to produce the soil necessary 
for plant life. 

Winter is a good time to showcase the range of 
plants members are growing. Our members were 
invited to raid their gardens, and the resulting 
bounty then featured in our August meeting where 
members were given the opportunity to wax lyrical 
about their favourite species. It is at meetings such 
as this that the range of Australian plants is fully 
appreciated, and members are exposed to plants 
that they might never have considered growing. 

With spring already sprung, it was time to feature 
Grevilleas, and members visited the garden of 
Mark and Carolyn Noake to see just how many 
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species can be successfully grown locally. It was 
not large flowered hybrids that were on display, 
but the many smaller plants, with often 
understated flowers that stole the show.  

At all of our bush rambles, each plant species is 
recorded, and the subsequent lists are published in 
the next newsletter for interested members to 
keep on file. 

Southern Highlands 

2018 was a year of Australian plant collaborations.  

We made a request to the Wingecarribee Shire 
Council to design and provide native plants for a 
roundabout. We met members of Council and 
provided them with a design that was well 
received. The requirements were quite restrictive 
in height, width, plant choice and harsh climatic 
conditions. The planting, done by Council staff, has 
progressed well and has received great feedback. 

We also approached Coles Bowral to plant out 
their raised garden beds outside the shop’s main 
entrance. The beds had previously been planted 
with exotics that had not been maintained and 
subsequently died. The manager was very 
enthusiastic and arranged for new native soil to be 
added to the mix. We also have signage and local 
members of APS maintain the beds. To date we 
have only received positive response from Coles 
staff and members of the public. 

And finally, our group meets in the CWA hall at 
Moss Vale. We were approached to assess a 
planting design submitted in response to council 
requirements. The design drafted by one of their 
members, required high maintenance. Our 
committee provided an alternative low 
maintenance design using Australian native plants.  
We donated the first plantings and will continue to 
assist within maintaining the garden. 

 

Photo: Native garden, Coles Bowral 

Southern Tablelands 

Visit to reserves near Griffith, May  

This gave an opportunity for participants to 
appreciate the importance of native plant reserves 
that are totally surrounded by cropping land, a 
situation that is common in the slopes and plains 
areas of NSW. It enables us to appreciate that 
while the landscapes in our own area (like many 
along the eastern ranges) are fragmented, the task 
of connecting them is much easier than in more 
inland regions of the state. A visit to a second 
reserve afforded the opportunity to view the 
endemic Pomaderris cocoparrana. 

Public forum, July 

Our public forum held in July was successful with 
more people attending than last year. Our first 
speaker from our group, dealt with soils, their 
texture and the key chemical elements needed for 
plant nutrition. The second speaker (not from our 
group) spoke in layman’s language and exhorted 
the attendees to appreciate the beauty of native 
plants and to plan to have this beauty exposed to 
the fullest extent through careful placement in 
their garden plot. The emphasis here was on 
landscape planning. 
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Crookwell project 

Our group was asked by the property owners to 
advise on the conversion of a spare piece of land in 
the centre of Crookwell township from weed-
infested creek flats to a pleasant area that the 
public would be willing to use and enjoy. We 
prepared a list of suitable species that included 
plants that would tolerate severe frosts as well as 
alternating periods of dryness and inundation. A 
recent progress report from the owners of the land 
confirmed the success of the plantings with the 
species we had suggested. The result helps us to 
be confident of the group’s ability to select plant 
species that cope well with challenging conditions. 

 
Photo: Southern Tablelands member in a gorge, 
Griffith 

Sutherland 

A major highlight for us in 2018 was our active 
program of activities to share our enthusiasm for 
Australian native plants and build local knowledge. 

Our ten monthly meetings included a guest 
speaker, identification of plants in flower and 
supper with a chat. Topics included the Sutherland 
Shire Environment Centre, mosquitoes, flannel 
flower propagation, Banksia vincentia, the life and 
legacy of Sir Joseph Banks, the ANPSA conference 
in Tasmania, threats to native plants, Mount 
Annan Botanic Garden, and interesting plants from 
northern Australia. 

 

Our other activities included walks, and visits to 
see Australian plants in the wild and planted 
including Royal National Park, Oatley Park, 
Illawarra Grevillea Park, Sylvan Grove and Stony 
Range Botanic Garden. At Kurnell, we explored the 
plants Joseph Banks and Daniel Solander collected 
in 1770, in preparation for the 250th anniversary in 
2020. Joseph Banks Native Plants Reserve at 
Kareela is a focus of our local activities in an easily 
accessible environment, with twice monthly 
working bees and a walk and talk on acacias in 
August. 

 

Photo: Sutherland members, Oatley Park 

A second highlight was reporting on our 
conservation activities to monitor the endangered 
species Prostanthera densa. Our conservation 
officer Dan Clarke submitted a report on our three 
site visits in the Royal National Park to the Office 
of Environment and Heritage. We also visited and 
recorded plants at two sites at Helensburgh. 

A third highlight was making plans to convert our 
successful Coastal Plants of the Royal National 
Park identification CD, first launched in 2006, to an 
app. We aim to make our information and 1,200 
photos more accessible using new technology. 

We also supported APS NSW activities by hosting 
two quarterly gatherings and coordinating and 
staffing the APS NSW display at the Royal Easter 
Show to share the diversity of Australian plants 
with the community. We supported Sutherland 
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Group member John Aitken in his role as APS NSW 
President. 

 

Photo: Sutherland group Christmas celebration 

Tamworth 

This year we trialed having alternative meetings; 
one month at the local botanic gardens and the 
following month at a member’s garden. This 
worked well with members being able to show 
their gardens and others appreciating their garden. 

We had a session on grafting by Nev White, one of 
our members, and then a meeting at the Nev’s 
garden to see what he had grafted. It’s an 
interesting technique for propagating hard to grow 
plants. Grafting enables a plant to be grown 
outside its normal range where weather and soil 
conditions may differ. Grafting provides a viable 
rootstock that will grow in the area where the 
desired plant may not grow without being grafted 

We had a number of working bees at the 
threatened species plot at the Tamworth Botanic 
Garden; one preparing the garden bed by installing 
a drip irrigation system followed by another one 
where 50 tube stocks were planted. 

Wednesday workers have kept nursery, lawns and 
reserve in good condition and we are grateful for 
that. One member patrols the reserve inside and 
out every week. 
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Directors’ report 

Principal activities 
The principal activities of the Company for the period 1 January 2018-31 December 2018 have been 
promoting interest in the growing, conservation and use of Australian native plants. 

Consolidated Profit and Loss  

 2018 2017 

State Office ($3,609)  ($14,398) 
District groups $20,035  $13,361  
Bequest Fund $3,470  ($24,264) 
Net surplus/loss $19,896  ($25,301) 
      
Membership 
The Australian Plants Society NSW is a company 
Limited by Guarantee and without share capital. 

The total membership of APS NSW at 31 
December 2018 was 1,008 memberships, which 
represents 1,323 individual members compared 
with 993 memberships representing 1,315 
individual members as at 31 December 2017. 

These figures indicate that APS NSW is 
maintaining its membership level with a marginal 
increase in memberships but slight decrease in 
individual members.  There are encouraging signs 
that the new website is attracting new members 
and that the revised renewal processes is 
decreasing the loss of members. 

It continues to be important to enthusiastically 
welcome new members as well as continue to add 
value to existing members.  

The total guarantee by members of the company 
at 31 December 2018 is $1,008,000 (1,008 x $100). 

Financial position 
The company made an overall profit this year on 
$19,898 versus a loss last year of $25,301. This is a 
pleasing result due to the considerable amount of 
work done to invest into new systems and 
processes with the state, District Groups and the 
Bequest Fund all improving their positions. 

The overall equity position improved to $1,098,374 
in 2018 compared to $1,084,078 in 2017. The major 
contributor to this improvement, apart from 
general operating improvements, was that no 
major strategic investments were made this year 
at state level. This was a deliberate decision due to 
the need to bed down the existing infrastructure 
and processes.  

In 2018 and going forward, membership fee 
rebates are treated as inter-entity transfers, rather 
than income and expense items. Another change is 
that three-year memberships are treated on a cash 
rather than accrued basis so revenue is recognised 
in the first year of receipt of the payment.  
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Interest this year was substantially lower than last 
year and previous years. Part of this reduction is 
due to the decision to treat interest income 
received as cash rather than accrued, i.e. interest 
income is only recognised on actual receipt of the 
funds. This is particularly relevant in the case of 2 
plus year term deposits. However, interest from all 
sources in the company has dropped from a high 
of $31,853 in 2016 to just $7,853. This puts 
considerable priority on finding new sources of 
revenue and continuing to reduce costs where 
possible. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Directors' benefit and insurance  
In accordance with Subdivision 60-C of the 
Australian Charities and Not-for-profits  
Commission Act 2012, no director has received any 
benefit by way of dividend, bonus or other such 
advantage other than expenses due to carrying out 
of their duties. During 2017, the Company paid a 
premium of $1,795 for insurance against Directors’ 
liability for legal costs. This also included liability 
for the presidents, secretaries and treasurers of 
district groups.  
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Directors’ attendance 

Each director attended the following board meetings during 2018 while a member of the board. 

Director Role Meetings held while 
in office 

Meetings attended 

John Aitken President 8 8 

John Andrews Program officer 
Central Coast group delegate 

4 4 

Graham Fry Delegate East Hills group 8 4 

Alix Goodwin Vice president 
Blue Mountains group delegate 

4 4 

Harry Loots Treasurer 
Northern Beaches group delegate 

8 7 

Tony Maxell Parramatta and Hills group delegate 8 7 

Heather Miles Secretary 
Hunter Valley group delegate 

8 8 

Roger Starling North Shore group delegate 8 5 

Merle Thompson Membership officer 
Central West group delegate 

8 8 

Note: Alix Goodwin and John Andrews resigned from the board at the AGM on 26 May 2018 
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Directors’ qualifications and experience 

 
John Aitken, President  

John is a retired schoolteacher who has had a 
passion for Australian native plants for over 40 
years. Following graduation from the University of 
Sydney with BSc (Hons) in microbiology, he 
worked as a virologist at Prince Henry Hospital. 
John later entered the teaching profession as a 
science teacher and gained a Graduate Diploma in 
Education. John subsequently qualified and 
practised as a barrister, however he later returned 
to teaching. He is a former president of Sutherland 
group and has been a director of APS NSW since 
February 2007. John has served both as president 
of APS NSW and as delegate to ANPSA. 

John Andrews, Program officer and delegate for 
Central Coast group 

John has held information technology positions in 
a number of large companies. He has been a 
member of Central Coast group for ten years 
where he has held the positions of president, vice 
president and district group delegate. 

Alix Goodwin, Vice president and delegate for 
Blue Mountains group  

Alix was elected to the board of APS NSW in 2014. 
She is an active member of Blue Mountains group 
and held the position of group secretary until 
recently. In 2014 she was appointed to Glenbrook 
Native Plant Reserve Trust. The reserve is home to 
and maintained by Blue Mountains group.  Alix is a 
Churchill Fellow. 

Graham Fry, delegate for East Hills group 

Graham has been a member of the East Hills 
Group for many years and is its current president. 
He has a strong interest natural history and has 
been an active bird bander for 35 years with 
projects at Munghorn Gap near Mudgee and 
Warraderry State Forest near Grenfell. He is a 
retired electrical engineer with a particular interest 
in energy efficiency. Graham joined the Board in 
late December 2017.  

Harry Loots, Treasurer and delegate for 
Northern Beaches group 

Harry has been a member of the Australian Plants 
Society since 1991 when he joined the Harbourside 
group. Harry was Harbourside group president 
from 1994 until its closure in 2010 and its 
newsletter editor from 2006 to 2009. Since 2011 he 
has been member and delegate for the Northern 
Beaches group. He has been a member of the 
Special Projects Committee (Bequest Fund) from 
2000. In addition, he has been an Australian plant 
grower for the last 28 years with an award winning 
endemic plant garden in North Sydney. He has 
been an active bushwalker for most of his 
life.  Harry was vice president of APS NSW 
between 2009 and 2013 and had a day job as a high 
school teacher. 
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Tony Maxwell, delegate for Parramatta and Hills 
group 

Tony is a retired paint chemist and has been a 
member of Parramatta and Hills group since 2006.  
He served on the Parramatta and Hills group 
committee as vice president in 2011 and was 
elected president for 2012. He became Parramatta 
and Hills group delegate and a director of APS 
NSW in 2011. Tony’s main interest is the 
distribution of native plants in southeast Australia. 
He is on the Parramatta and Hills group committee 
and is its immediate past president. 

Heather Miles, Secretary and delegate for 
Hunter Valley group  

Heather is a member of the Hunter Valley, North 
Shore groups and Garden Design Study Group and 
is currently a director and secretary of APS NSW. 
She has extensive experience as a director, 
executive and consultant across multiple industry 
sectors and currently focuses her energies on 
landscape design and photography.    

Roger Starling, delegate for North Shore group 

Roger spent his early life in the UK, followed by 
several years in pharmaceutical sales and 
subsequently in various other sales positions. He is 
a qualified horticulturalist having a Certificate 3 in 

Horticulture and completed the Diploma in 
Horticulture. He was actively involved with HG 
Kershaw Pty Ltd Seedsmen. Roger has been a 
director of APS NSW since 2005. 

Merle K Thompson, OAM, Membership officer 
and delegate for Central West group 

Merle has held office at local, state and national 
level for approximately 40 years.  Her previous 
roles in the Australian Plants Society include 
federal secretary 1993-1995, federal treasurer 
2007–2009, property officer and program 
conven0r for APS NSW, secretary and president of 
Blue Mountains group, NSW delegate to ANPSA 
conferences and the ANPSA council, tour manager 
for the 2007 conference and membership of 
conference planning committees for both 1993 
and 2007 conferences.  Her professional career 
involved roles in counselling, administration and 
policy within the NSW public sector. 

.  

 

 

 

 

 

Signed in accordance with the Directors’ resolution on 1 April 2018

 
 
 
John Aitken       Harry Loots 
President       Treasurer
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Life members 

Year Name Year Name 
1957 Thistle Harris AM * 1997 Eric Packer * 
1967 John Wrigley AM *  Brian Walters 
1972 William H. Payne * 1998 Peter Olde 
1974 H Max Hewett * 1999 Ross Doig * 
 Pearce Parry OAM * 2001 Mary Hancock * 
 Olive Parry OAM *  Royal Pullen * 
 Joyce Ward * 2002 Jim Webb * 
1978 Susan Heins * 2003 Edna Devlin 
1981 Don L McNair * 2004 Harry Brian * 
1982 Joan Doney OAM *  Laurel Kathleen Wray 
1984 Errol Thurston * 2005 Jennifer Lewis 
 Ruth Overton *  Barbara Burke 
1986 Frank Hatfield*   2006 Maureen McGuire 
 Jean Hatfield * 2007 Audrey Taggart 
1987 Ray Page *  Barry Kemp 
1990 Les Taylor * 2008 Carolyn Gillard 
 Tess Taylor  Bill Hicks 
1991 Betty Rymer 2009 Kyrill Taylor 
1992 Dr Patrick Verney Lightfoot OAM 2010 Jean Mott* 
1993 Geoff Blyton *  Bill Hardin*, Sonya Hardin 
 Marjory Blyton * 2011 John Nevin 
 Brother Pat Stanley *  Merle Thompson 
1994 Irene Vale Lane * 2013 Graeme Ingall 
 Hugh Stacy * 2015 Robin Davies, Ron Davies 
1995 Alec Hansen  Pat Pike 
 Maria Hitchcock 2016 Alexander Floyd 
1996 Gordon Brooks 2017 Mark Abell 
 Norm Kemble  Dick Turner 
 Shirley Kemble* 2018 Gloria Sheather, Warren Sheather 
  
 
*Deceased 

  Angela Speering 
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Financial statements 

Balance Sheet  
 AUSTRALIAN PLANTS SOCIETY NSW LTD  

 As at 31 December 2018  
  31 Dec 2018   31 Dec 2017  
 Assets    
    Bank    
       APS NSW Funds    
       APS NSW - ANZ TD   172,841   180,000  
       APS NSW - ANZ Working Account   17,424   12,392  
       APS NSW - CBA Administration   4,152   7,631  
       APS NSW - Paypal   2,985   3,629  
       APS NSW - rental bond deposit   0     5,000  
       State Office - Petty Cash   100   100  
       Total APS NSW Funds   197,501   208,752  
   
       Bequest Funds    
       ANZ Bequest Account   16,020   6,748  
       Bequest Funds - ANZ TD1   0     200,000  
       Bequest Funds - ANZ TD2   0     200,000  
       Bequest Funds - ANZ TD3   0     15,000  
       Bequest Funds - ANZ TD #7464   64,000   64,000  
       Bequest Funds - ANZ TD5   0     11,957  
       Bequest Funds - CBA Term Deposit #7663   55,028   55,028  
       CBA Term Deposit #8046   200,000   0    
       CBA Term Deposit #8054   200,000   0    
       CBA Term Deposit #8062   11,847   0    
       CBA Term Deposit #8257   12,145   0    
       Total Bequest Funds   559,039   552,733  
   
       District Group Funds    
       District Group Cash   176,801   142,216  
       District Group Investments   119,201   139,813  
       District Group Petty Cash   3,625   2,710  
       Total District Group Funds   299,627   284,739  
    Total Bank   1,056,167   1,046,225  
   
    Current Assets    
    GST  (3,156) (2,135)  
    Interest Receivable   0     4,245  
    Trade Debtors   4,661   0    
    Tax Receivable   53   0    
    Total Current Assets   1,558   2,111  
    Fixed Assets    
    District Group Assets   27,087   30,527  
    Fixtures and Equipment  0    1,136  
    Total Fixed Assets   27,087   31,663  
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Balance Sheet  
 AUSTRALIAN PLANTS SOCIETY NSW LTD  

 As at 31 December 2018  
  31 Dec 2018   31 Dec 2017  
    Non-current Assets    
    Stock on Hand   14,480   13,451  
    Total Non-current Assets   14,480   13,451  
 Total Assets   1,099,293   1,093,450  
   
 Liabilities    
    Current Liabilities    
    Accrued Expenses   0     4,512  
    Accrued Income   0     0    
    APS NSW - CBA Credit Card   0     784  
    PAYG Withheld   0     86  
    Trade Creditors   338   3,990  
    Historical Balancing   581   0    
    Total Current Liabilities   919   9,371  
 Total Liabilities   919   9,371  
   
 Net Assets   1,098,373   1,084,078  
   
 Equity    
   

 State Office    

 Opening balance   211,088   225,486  
 Net Total Surplus/(Deficit) for the year  (3,609)  (14,398)  
 Closing Balance   207,479   211,088  
   

 District Groups    

 Balance at 1 January   327,932   322,593  
 Net Total Surplus/(Deficit) for the year   20,035   13,361  
 Prior Year Equity Adjustment   (5,601)  (8,022)  
 Balance at 31 December   342,366   327,932  
   

 Bequest Fund    

 Balance at 1 January   545,058   569,322  
 Net Total Surplus/(Deficit) for the year   3,471  (24,264)  
 Balance at 31 December   548,529   545,058  
   

 Total Equity   1,098,374   1,084,078  
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Consolidated Income and Expenditure Statement  
AUSTRALIAN PLANTS SOCIETY NSW LTD 

For the Financial Year Ended 31 December 2018 
 31 Dec 18 31 Dec 17 
Income   
Advertising  0     223  
Events/ Meetings  17,122   19,609  
Fundraising Income  6,338   7,898  
Interest Income  7,853   14,549  
Membership Income  49,236   55,361  
Merchandise Sales  117,162   106,898  
Subscriptions  6,618   8,111  
Sundry Income  920   334  
Total Income  205,249   212,985  
   
Less Cost of Sales   
Purchases  54,322   56,079  
Total Cost of Sales  54,322   56,079  
   
Gross Profit  150,927   156,906  
   
Less Operating Expenses   
   
   Administration   
   Administration Costs  25,469   32,276  
   Advertising and Marketing  89   522  
   ANPSA Levy  1,590   1,500  
   Bank Fees  1,426   642  
   Consulting Fee  0     1,425  
   Depreciation  1,943   550  
   Donations  9,737   8,563  
   Employment Expenses -25   13,909  
   Finance Costs  24,529   14,828  
   Legal Costs  0     2,652  
   Office Expenses  5,320   10,901  
   Postage  0     667  
   Subscriptions Paid  152   743  
   Sundry Costs  0     333  
   Transport & Travel  672   0    
   Website Costs  2,570   22,144  
   Total Administration  73,473   111,655  
   
   Event and Meeting Expenses   

   Conservation Committee  0     102  
   District Group Gathering cont  0     1,177  
   Event Costs  217   170  
   Glenbrook Reserve Expenses  8,500   15,319  
   Hire of Halls  0     55  
   Meeting Catering - Council  0     7  
   Meeting Expenses  15,449   16,016  
   Nursery Expenses  689   0    
   Scholarship Expense  2,727   0    
   Speakers Expenses  135   50  
   Total Event and Meeting Expenses  27,718   32,896  
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Consolidated Income and Expenditure Statement  
AUSTRALIAN PLANTS SOCIETY NSW LTD 

For the Financial Year Ended 31 December 2018 
 31 Dec 18 31 Dec 17 
   Membership and Subscription Costs   
   Editorial Costs  0     1,000  
   Freight and Postage  8,004   7,652  
   Inserting & Despatch  2,209   1,124  
   Journal Enveloping  0     2,149  
   Membership Rebates  0     1,944  
   Printing - Journal  18,126   23,787  
   Publication Costs - Others  1,500   0    
   Total Membership and Subscription Costs  29,839   37,656  
   
Total Operating Expenses  131,030   182,207  
   
Net Profit/(Deficit)  19,897  (25,301)  

 

Income and Expenditure Statement  
 AUSTRALIAN PLANTS SOCIETY NSW LTD  

 State Office  
 For the Financial Year Ended 31 December 2018  

  31 Dec 18   31 Dec 17  
 Income    
 Advertising   0    223  
 Events/ Meetings   1,091   924  
 Fundraising Income   1,152   489  
 Interest Income   1,255   3,674  
 Membership Income   41,419   49,691  
 Merchandise Sales   14,385   5,891  
 Subscriptions   5,656   7,459  
 Sundry Income   550   0    
 Total Income   65,509   68,351  
   
 Less Cost of Sales    
 Purchases   0    1,736  
 Total Cost of Sales   0     1,736  
   
 Gross Profit   65,509   66,615  
   
 Less Operating Expenses    
    Administration    
    Administration Costs   6   0   
    Advertising and Marketing   89   522  
    ANPSA Levy   1,590   1,500  
    Bank Fees   1,426   855  
    Consulting Fee   0    1,425  
    Depreciation   1,943   550  
    Donations   0     145  
    Employment Expenses  (25)   13,909  
    Finance Costs   24,529   5,428  
    Legal Costs   0     2,652  
    Office Expenses   5,320   10,901  
    Postage   0     667  
    Subscriptions Paid   152   743  
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Income and Expenditure Statement  
 AUSTRALIAN PLANTS SOCIETY NSW LTD  

 State Office  
 For the Financial Year Ended 31 December 2018  

  31 Dec 18   31 Dec 17  
    Sundry Costs   0     333  
    Transport & Travel   672   0    
    Website Costs   2,570   2,070  
    Total Administration   38,274   41,699  
    Event and Meeting Expenses    

    Conservation Committee   0     102  
    District Group Gathering cont   0     1,177  
    Event Costs   217   170  
    Hire of Halls   0     55  
    Meeting Catering - Council   0     7  
    Meeting Expenses   653   97  
    Speakers Expenses   135   50  
    Total Event and Meeting Expenses   1,006   1,658  
   
    Membership and Subscription Costs    
    Editorial Costs   0     1,000  
    Freight and Postage   8,004   7,652  
    Inserting & Despatch   2,209   1,124  
    Journal Enveloping   0     2,149  
    Membership Rebates   0     1,944  
    Printing - Journal   18,126   23,787  
    Publication Costs - Others   1,500   0    
    Total Membership and Subscription Costs   29,839   37,656  
   
 Total Operating Expenses   69,118   81,013  
   
 Net Profit/(Deficit)  (3,609)  (14,398)  

 
 Income and Expenditure Statement 

 AUSTRALIAN PLANTS SOCIETY NSW LTD  
  Bequest Fund  

 For the Financial Year Ended 31 December 2018  
  31 Dec 18   31 Dec 17  
 Income    

 Interest Income   3,796   7,973  
 Total Income   3,796   7,973  
   
 Gross Profit   3,796   7,973  
   
 Less Operating Expenses    
    Administration    
    Bank Fees   0    (212)  
    Donations   325   2,975  
    Finance Costs   0     9,400  
    Website Costs   0     20,074  
    Total Administration   325   32,236  
   
 Total Operating Expenses   325   32,236  
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Income and Expenditure Statement 
 AUSTRALIAN PLANTS SOCIETY NSW LTD  

 District Groups  
 For the Financial Year Ended 31 December 2018  

  31 Dec 18   31 Dec 17  
 Income    
 Events/ Meetings   16,031   18,685  
 Fundraising Income   5,185   7,409  
 Interest Income   2,802   2,903  
 Membership Income   7,818   21,294  
 Merchandise Sales   102,777   101,008  
 Subscriptions   962   652  
 Sundry Income   370   334  
 Total Trading Income   135,944   152,285  
   
 Cost of Sales    

 Cost of Plants   54,322   54,343  
 Total Cost of Sales   54,322   54,343  
   
 Gross Profit   81,622   97,942  
   
 Operating Expenses    
 Administration Costs   25,463   47,900  
 Donation and Fundraising  9,412   5,443  
 Glenbrook Reserve Expenses   8,500   15,319  
 Meeting and Event Costs   14,796   15,919  
 Nursery Expenses   689   0    
 Scholarship Expense   2,727   0    
 Total Operating Expenses   61,587   84,581  
   
 Net Profit /(Deficit)   20,035   13,361  

 

District Group Profit & Loss Report  
 For the Financial Year Ended 31 December 2018  

 District Group   Income   Expense   Net Profit (Loss)  
 Armidale   7,571   7,455   116  
 Blue Mountains   65,971   58,314   7,657  
 Central Coast   4,808   6,149  (1,341)  
 Central West   419   130   289  
 Coffs Harbour   888   676   212  
 East Hills   1,651   1,369   282  
 Hawkesbury  (13)  0 (13)  
 Hunter Valley   235   341  (107)  
 Macarthur   212   350  (138)  
 Menai   5,571   5,970  (399)  
 Newcastle   19,499   11,694   7,805  
 North Shore  12,946   10,617   2,329  
 Northern Beaches   1,598   1,003   595  
 Nowra   4,840   3,394   1,446  
 Parramatta   2,124   1,104   1,020  
 South East   584   395   190  
 Southern Highlands   2,512   1,928   585  
 Southern Tablelands   1,367   471   896  
 Sutherland    2,768   4,036  (1,267)  
 Tamworth   393   512  (119)  
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 Statement of Cash Flows  
 For the Financial Year Ended 31 December 2018  

 2018  2017  
 Operating Activities    
 Receipts from customers    

      - State and Bequest Funds   70,679   78,407  
      - District Groups   146,456   149,897  
 Payments to suppliers and employees    

      - State and Bequest Funds  (83,121)  (116,711)  
      - District Groups  (127,500)  (131,726)  
 Interest received   7,853   14,549  
 Net Cash Flows from Operating Activities   14,368  (5,583)  
   
 Investing Activities    
 Proceeds from sale of property, plant & 
equipment  

  

 Proceeds from sale of financial assets   65,484  0 
 Payments for financial assets  0 (24,917)  
 Payment for property, plant & equipment  (807)  (2,042)  
 Bequests Received    

 Net Cash Flows from Investing Activities   64,676  (26,959)  
   
 Financing Activities    
 Proceeds from borrowings    

 Proceeds from borrowings    

 Net Cash Flows from Financing Activities   0    0    
   
 Net Cash Flows   79,045  -32,542  

   
 Cash and Cash Equivalents    
 Cash & cash equivalents at beginning of period  171,798   204,340  
 Cash & cash equivalents at end of period   250,843   171,798  
 Net change in cash for period   79,045  (32,542)  
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Notes to the Financial Statements  

Australian Plants Society NSW Limited, 1 January 2018 to 31 December 2018  

The financial statements cover the business of Australian Plants Society NSW Ltd and have been prepared to 
meet the needs of stakeholders.  

Comparatives are consistent with prior years, unless otherwise stated.  

1. Basis of Preparation  

The Company is non-reporting since there are unlikely to be any users who would rely on the general purpose 
financial statements.  

The special purpose financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the significant accounting 
policies described below and do not comply with any Australian Accounting Standards unless otherwise 
stated.  

The financial statements have been prepared on a cash basis starting from 2018 versus an accrual basis prior 
to 2018.  

Significant accounting policies adopted in the preparation of these financial statements are presented below.  

2. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies  

Cash and Cash Equivalents  

Cash and cash equivalents comprise cash on hand, demand deposits and short term investments which are 
readily convertible to known amounts of cash and which are subject to an insignificant risk of change in value.  

Revenue and Other Income  

Revenue is recognised when the business receives it. All revenue is stated net of the amount of goods and 
services tax (GST).  

Interest Revenue 
Interest is recognised using the effective interest method.  

Other Income 
Other income is recognised on a cash basis when the Company receives it.  

Membership rebates between State Office and Districts. 
The treatment of rebates has changed in 2018 versus 2017 and previous years, where it was treated as income 
and expenses. It is now accounted for as inter-entity transfers. This change has no impact on the company's 
overall surplus/(deficit).  

Goods and Services Tax (GST)  

Revenue, expenses and assets are recognised net of the amount of goods and services tax (GST), except 
where the amount of GST incurred is not recoverable from the Australian Taxation Office (ATO).  

The net amount of GST recoverable from, or payable to, the ATO is included as part of receivables or 
payables in the balance sheet.  

Cash flows in the statement of cash flows are included on a gross basis and the GST component of cash flows 
arising from investing and financing activities which is recoverable from, or payable to, the ATO is classified 
as operating cash flows.  
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Australian Plant Society NSW Limited  

Directors’ Declaration 

The financial statements and notes of the Company are in accordance with the Australian Charities and Non-
for-Profits Commission Act 2012, including: 

1.  giving a true and fair view of the Company 's financial position as at 31 December 2018 and of its 
performance for the year ended on that date; and  

2.  complying with Australian Accounting Standards - Reduced Disclosure Requirements and the Australian 
Charities and Non for Profits Commission Regulation 2013.       

Dated this 1st day of April 2019 

 

 


